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We supply this document to our UCC, Southbury membership to enable communication with 

each other.  This document, along with other materials that may contain member/friend 

contact information, should only be used for UCC, Southbury related activities.  Please do 

not use the information contained herein for marketing and/or any profit-related purposes.  

Also, please do not share the materials with anyone outside the Church family, except for the 

purpose of communicating Church-related information. 
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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, SOUTHBURY 

283 Main Street North 

Southbury, Connecticut  06488 

 

 

CHURCH COVENANT 
 

 

1. This Church acknowledges as its sole head, Jesus Christ, Son of God and Savior of man.  

It accepts as brethren in Christ all who share this confession.  It looks to the Word of 

God in the Scriptures, and to the presence and power of the Holy Spirit, to prosper its 

creative and redemptive work in the world.  In accordance with the teaching of the Lord 

and the prevailing practice among Christians, it recognizes two Sacraments, Baptism 

and the Lord's Supper or Holy Communion. 

 

2. As a testimony, but never a test of our faith, the Church honors the Apostles' Creed and 

Statement of Faith of the United Church of Christ, recognizing that each member's right 

to obey the Word of God, according to the dictates of his conscience, shall be preserved 

in inviolate. 

 

3. This Church adopts the Salem Church Covenant of 1629 as its own:  "We covenant with 

the Lord and one with another and doe bynd ourselves in the presence of God to walke 

together in all his waies, according as he is pleased to reveale himself unto us in his 

blessed word of truth." 
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2017 ANNUAL MEETING MINUTES 

THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, SOUTHBURY 

JANUARY 28, 2018 

 

Church Council President, Bob Langley, in Moderator Ray Mather’s absence, called the 2017 

Annual Meeting of The United Church of Christ, Southbury to order at 10:50 a.m. in the social 

hall of the church. The Reverend Walter Pitman offered a prayer before the brunch.  Mr. 

Langley led us in the unison reading of the Church Covenant (found in the Annual Report). 

 

During the brunch, provided by The Men’s Auxiliary of the Women’s Fellowship, Reverend 

Pitman presented a slide show of church events that occurred during 2017.   

 

After the brunch, the meeting resumed at 11:20 a.m. 

 

The minutes of the 2016 Annual Meeting held on January 29, 2017 were presented.  Lisa 

Lettieri made a motion to accept the minutes as presented; it was seconded, voted on and 

approved. 

 

Mr. Langley asked the members of the congregation to direct their attention to pages 1 through 

43 of the 2017 annual report.  These pages include the reports of the Senior Pastor, Pastoral 

Care Minister, Director of Music and Organist, Youth Group Leader, and the standing boards 

and committees.  Sue Belknap made a motion to accept the reports as presented, and it was 

seconded.  During the discussion, Doug Boyd noted that there is a correction to the Scholarship 

Committee report on page 34; The $1,000 Joe and Christine Ardwin Scholarship was awarded 

to Jenna Tolin, not Julia Tolin.  There was a vote to accept the reports with the correction noted; 

it was approved.  

 

Treasurer John Michaels presented the Treasurer’s report.  Mr. Michaels explained that we had 

a $420 surplus (basically a breakeven year).  The expenses were less than budget.  The pledges, 

contributions and loose cash were less that budget.  Mr. Michaels explained that the church is 

switching to Church Windows, a financial program for church finances.  The Endowment 

report shows a 15.12% realized return.  The Endowment funds are invested with the 

Connecticut Conference Endowment funds and are professionally managed. Doug Boyd made 

a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as presented; it was seconded by Dick Hill, voted on 

and approved. 

 

Co-chair of the Board of Stewardship, Susan Belknap, presented the Report of the Stewardship 

campaign.  To date, we have received 142 pledges for total pledge revenue of $322,402 and 

6,555+ hours of Time and Talent pledged.  $38,086 was the gross revenue from the Holiday 

Fair.  Mrs. Belknap requested additional people to serve on the Board of Stewardship.  Lisa 

Lettieri made a motion to accept the Board of Stewardship’s report as presented; it was 

seconded, voted on and approved. 
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Peter Peterson, Board of Trustees Budget Committee Chairperson, presented the Budget for 

2018.  A balanced budget was presented.  Mr. Peterson reviewed the highlights of the budget. 

They are outlined on page 54 in the annual report.  Mr. Peterson made a motion to accept the 

2018 budget as presented; Linda Langley seconded it. The motion was voted on and approved. 

 

Doug Boyd, Volunteer Coordination Committee Chairperson, presented the Volunteer 

Coordination Committee report. Mr. Boyd has several additions to the report since the annual 

report was printed.  The additions are:  Kathleen Patton to fill an open position on the Board 

of Missions and Fellowship, Janet Behrendt to fill an open position on the Board of Deacons, 

John Bucciarelli to fill an open position on the Board of Stewardship, and Judith Eslami to fill 

an open position on the Volunteer Coordination Committee.   Mr. Boyd made a motion to 

accept the Volunteer Coordination Committee’s report as presented with the noted changes, it 

was seconded by Lisa Lettieri, voted on and approved.  

 

Peter Peterson, representing the Constitution and Bylaws special committee, reviewed the 

proposed amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws as outlined in the Annual Report on page 

65.  Mr. Peterson made a motion to accept the Combined Constitution and Bylaws.  It was 

seconded.  There was a question and discussion followed.  The motion was voted on and 

approved.    

 

Peter Peterson, Board of Missions and Fellowship Chairperson presented a proposal to use the 

interest from the Endowment Fund earmarked for Missions on a “Strengthen Youth and 

Families” project.  A donation of $9,965 will be given to Danbury Youth Services, Inc. (DYS).  

The mission of this active organization is to strengthen youth and families by supporting and 

fostering hope, and teaching the skills necessary to lead positive and productive lives. 

 

The “Hands-On Participation” part of the project is:  “There will be opportunities for our 

Church members to volunteer in these programs and contribute used bikes to be refurbished 

by the youth”.  A motion was made by Mr. Peterson to accept the Missions Endowment project 

as presented, it was seconded by Lisa Lettieri, voted on and approved.  

 

There was a recess of the formal meeting for a presentation by Rick Hall on the Congregation 

Assessment Tool (CAT).  The CAT is a survey tool.  A leadership team was formed and is 

working on implementation.  The Internet based survey will be open for several weeks during 

March 2018.  The interpretation of the survey will be on Sunday, April 22, 2018 after church.  

There was a one time cost to UCC, Southbury for the CAT of $400.   

 

The formal part of the meeting was resumed.  Rev. Pitman thanked Dick Hill for diligently 

working on Eversource pricing, resulting in a savings of several thousand dollars.  Also, for 

pursuing the Commercial versus Residential rate issue and, with Rev. Pitman, taking it in front 

of the Public Utilities Commission.  Thank you also to Attorney Matt Sokol for drafting the 

brief to be used before the Commission. 

  



2/20/2019 - iv - 

Judith Eslami thanked Bob Langley for his year as President of Church Council.  Bob Langley 

thanked Joanne Sabre for all her hard work on the annual report.  There was a reminder to sign 

up for the SPF pasta dinner and the JPF sub sale. 

 

Rev. Pitman thanked the Men’s Auxiliary of the Women’s Fellowship for providing the 

brunch.  Rev. Pitman offered a closing prayer. 

 

Jack Kelly made a motion to adjourn the meeting; it was seconded, voted on and approved.  

The meeting was adjourned at 12:05 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy V. Kelly 

Church Clerk 
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SENIOR PASTOR FOR 2018 

As I think about that and then look at the United Church of Christ Southbury, I am pleased to say 

that for 2018 we continue to be strong and vibrant. We continue to find ways to serve and share 

God’s message of love both within our church family and outside our four walls. This happens, I 

believe, because we have great Boards, Committees and Programs. We have a committed and 

involved congregation and we have a wonderful hardworking staff.  

As you read this annual report you will see the great work our Boards and Committees are doing 

to make our church so vibrant. You will see how the Board of Deacons continues to oversee the 

spiritual wellbeing of our congregation. You will read how the Deacons through worship 

leadership and participation in services like our Maundy Thursday Service, our Service of 

Remembrance and our monthly communion services help to feed our spiritual needs. You will 

read about their support of the clergy of the church and their oversight both of new members, 

baptisms and confirmation have helped our growth. Through committees like the Memorial 

Committee, Altar Committee, Flower Committee, Caring Committee, Memorial Wall 

Committee, and Music Committee, our spiritual life and faith relations are greatly enhanced. We 

are fortunate to have the many church members who serve on those committees and we are truly 

blessed to have a very dedicated Board of Deacons under the leadership of Doug Boyd.  

You will also read about the Board of Trustees who continue to take care of the physical and 

fiscal responsibilities of our parish. Our Board of Trustees keep a watch on all those things that 

enable us to have a safe environment in order to learn and worship and serve our church family 

and our community beyond. Through committees like the Budget Committee we are able to 

disburse the funds needed for programs, staffing, mission outreach and education. Through the 

Buildings and Grounds Committee and the Kitchen Committee our facilities are kept well both 

inside and outside. Through the Insurance Committee and Investment and Endowment 

Committee we are kept safe both now and for the future. Through the Pre-School Committee we 

reach out to the community and provide a safe learning environment for our communities 3, 4 

and 5 year olds. Through our Technology Committee we are able to have up to date equipment 

in order that our services and programs might be heard, and our communications both through 

the internet, on line and printed direct us to the future. Many thanks to all the members of those 

committees and to the members of the Board of Trustees under the leadership of Darton Greist. 

You will read about our Board of Christian Education who watch over, create and stimulate our 

faith development. Through our Youth Committee, our JPF and SPF create places where our 

youth and young people can get involved in sharing love and care and creating friendships that 

can last forever. Through Missions Trips to Silver Lake Conference Center in Sharon, CT. and 

this year’s mission trip in our own community, our youth are given opportunities to put God’s 

love into action and thereby change the lives of both the giver and receiver. Through our Church 

School program our Kindergarten through 5th grade learn about scripture and their faith in a 

variety of ways. Our 6th and 7th graders have a spirit filled opportunity to grow and prepare 

themselves for their confirmation experience. Thanks to our Library Committee we have a library 

filled with resources that can help those within our congregation and beyond to read of those who 

have gone before us and of how our faith traditions began, grow and point us to the future.  My 
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thanks to the Library Committee and Youth Committee and to the Board of Christian Education 

under the leadership of Walter Schnyder for all the work they do. 

The Board of Stewardship is often times overlooked in the life of the church which is a shame. It 

is the work of the Board of Stewardship that helps to secure the funds so that the congregation 

can go about its business of being the church both in and beyond the walls. It is a board that often 

times people don’t wish to be a part of and yet each year through its hard work and due diligence 

provides us with the means to do what God has asked of us. Through our annual pledge drive, 

through Special Events, Planned Giving and the Holiday Fair, our faith community is able to 

touch lives and change people in the name of Jesus Christ. Many thanks to all who serve on the 

Special Events Committee, Holiday Fair and Board of Stewardship under the leadership of Brian 

Jones. 

Our fifth board, The Board of Mission and Fellowship is our board that puts us out into the 

community and helps us to change lives in dynamic fashion. Through outreach places like the 

Soup Kitchen of Waterbury and the Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen in New Haven, through 

our involvement with the Danbury Youth Services Bike Program and the In-Church Mission Trip 

of putting together Harvest Packs, through our continued involvement with GWIM and the 

Southbury Food Bank, which also receives donated soup through the Missions Fellowship’s fill 

a shelf program. The Board of Mission and Fellowship also has us involved in programs like, 

donating blankets, coats and sleeping bags to the homeless in Greater Waterbury, making 

casseroles for the Soup Kitchen of Waterbury, the making of Comfort Caps, presents for the 

Needy Fund and Covenant to Care as well as providing for new life starts through Covenant to 

Care. Through the Women’s Fellowship and Men’s Auxiliary opportunities for fellowship, 

sharing and caring are provide. These are great moments where friendships for a life time can be 

generated. If the outreach and mission moments of a church are the gauge of how a congregation 

is doing then thanks to the Board of Missions and Fellowship under the leadership of Pete 

Peterson we are doing very, very well. 

None of these Boards and Committees or programs succeed without the dedicated involvement 

of the members and friends of the United Church of Christ. It is through the laity of this parish 

and the friends which you bring along that we are able to succeed on so many levels. We are most 

blessed with a wonderful Church Council made up of the chair people of the Boards as well as 

Patti Kahl, President of the Council, Vinnie Antezzo, Vice President, Bob Langley Immediate 

Past President, John Michaels, Treasurer, Judy Bassett, Assistant treasurer, Leslie Bacigalupi, 

Financial Secretary, Nancy Kelly, Clerk, Ray Mather, Moderator, and Janet Nevins, Church 

Historian. Each member of the Council does well by its role and through their gifts help us to 

forge ahead in a time when many are falling behind. It is with great gratitude that I thank all the 

members of the church council who give of their time and talents to lead us in the service of 

God’s Kingdom. 

I also want to take a moment to thank, the Stuff-Its, the Green Thumbs and the Caring Committee. 

These 3 groups were started because there was a need to be met and lay leaders found folks to 

meet that need. I don’t know where we would be if this had not happened. I also wish to thank all 

those folks in our parish who volunteer their time to make all the special moments in the life of 

our church happen. We are blessed. 
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Finally, we are very blessed with a wonderful and wonder-filled staff.  Corinne Brewer, our 

Director of Music and Organist continues to bring great life and spirit to our Music Ministry. 

Thanks to her work and the work of the Music Committee under the leadership of Pam Gerlach. 

We are exposed to all kind of music and programs like the 5Fs. I also thank Corinne for her 

energy and faithfulness each Sunday morning and for the inspired pieces that she shares with us 

during those special times of the year like Advent, Lessons and Carols and Easter. We are blessed 

by her presence. I thank Bonnie Havery and her ministry through the Bell Choir. Each Sunday 

when the Bell Choir shares its ministry our hearts are touched and our spirits are lifted. We are 

very fortunate to have Bonnie with us. In the arena of faith development we are fortunate to have 

Cindy Tolin as our Christian Education Administrator. Cindy works very hard developing the 

curriculum for our Church School, making sure that the lesson plans are not only easy to follow 

but also lend themselves to our children learning. Her work with the Board of Christian Education 

is most appreciated and we are blessed to have her on our staff. We are fortunate to have Ashley 

Sylvester as our Youth Group leader, she is always there for our youth and through her work with 

the Youth Committee she has been able to continue our long-standing tradition of ministry to the 

youth and young adults of our church and community. I also thank her and John Bucciarelli for 

all the work they put in on our SPF Mission Trip as well as the adult advisors and the members 

of the Youth Committee.  I thank Jane Schnyder for her care in our Nursery on Sunday mornings. 

Thanks to Jane, families with very young children can know that their children are being well 

cared for during worship.  Bruce Kennedy is our Church Sexton and more, not only is he there to 

set up the sanctuary for services of all kinds, in the Social Hall to set it up as well, making sure 

that rooms are ready for meetings, our walkways are clear and safe after a storm, and the vast 

number of other things that he performs for us, he also is there to be a friend and a support to 

many of us. Bruce is a great blessing for us here at UCC. 

It goes without saying that the Church office is the nerve center of our church and for 14 years 

Joanne Sabre was the captain of the ship and we were most blessed to have her. In August Joanne 

moved on to another position and I thank her for all that she gave to us during her 14 years. You 

and I could not have accomplished all that we have over the past 14 years were it not for Joanne’s 

support in the Church Office. 

In October we welcomed back to our staff Carla Preiman who for a few years had been our 

Administrative Support person. In October she became our Office Manager we are most blessed 

to have her in that position and we look forward to her being with us for many years. 

Last and most certainly not least we have been most blessed at the United Church of Christ 

Southbury to have the Reverend Cyndie Holden on our staff. As our Pastoral Care Minister, she 

visited and stayed in touch with not only our members who can no longer visit with us on Sundays 

and at gatherings and meetings, she also delivered flowers from the communion table, made visits 

to hospitals when we know that someone is in, she also attended Board meetings and shared her 

faith filled spirit. If that were not enough Cyndie ran a weekly Bible Study at Pomperaug Woods 

and Watermark, as well as book studies and bible studies throughout the year at UCC. 

But what I am most thankful for is the colleague that Cyndie is for me. She is always there to 

share with and to listen to. She does not hesitate to share her opinions with me and enter into a 

discussion when we need to work things out. The United Church of Christ Southbury was most 

blessed to have her, and I am most blessed to have her as a colleague. At the end of 2018 Cyndie 
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retired and though she will not be with us, we know that her spirit will continue to lead us on and 

we look forward to those times when our paths will cross again. I thank her, and I know you do 

as well for all that she gave to us. We are most fortunate and blessed to have Cyndie Holden in 

our lives. 

There is much going on at UCC as you will read in this 2018 Annual Report. We continue to 

serve faithfully the call that we have all received to be faithful followers of Jesus Christ. I thank 

you for all that you do here at the United Church of Christ Southbury and all that will be done in 

the years to follow. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 The Reverend Walter L. Pitman 

 Senior Pastor 

 The United Church of Christ, Southbury 
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DEACONS’ FUND REPORT 

The Deacons’ Fund helps pay for heating fuel, electricity, rent, food, gas, Camp Trips and Conferences for those 

in need.  Families in our Church and in our community have been touched through the generosity of The Deacons’ 

Fund 

For several years now, the loose plate offering (those monies received that are not in an offering envelope or by 

check) on Communion Sundays (the 1st Sunday of each month) have gone to what is called The Deacons’ Fund. 

The loose plate offerings received at the services held on Christmas Eve also are donated to the Deacon’s Fund.  

The Deacon’s Fund also from time to time receives special gifts from organizations in the church, like the 

Women’s Fellowship and the Lenten Luncheons. 

This report is being offered so that the Members and Friends can see what a difference they are making in our 

church family and community. 

In 2018 (January 1 to December 31) through offerings and gifts, the Deacon’s Fund received $4952.62. Through 

the Minister’s Discretionary Fund $4616.93 was disbursed in the following categories: Heating Fuel and 

Electricity: $1385.08; Utilities (Phone/Cell/Cable) $323.19; Food: $1154.24; Auto/Gas: $923.39; Rent: $277.00; 

Support for Camp, Trips, Conferences: $554.03.On behalf of those who have been helped by the Deacon’s Fund, 

I thank the Members and Friends of the United Church of Christ Southbury for their  generosity in 2018 and I 

thank you in advance for the same generosity in 2018. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Reverend Walter L. Pitman 

 

Deacon’s Fund:  January 1, 2018………………. $533.28 

Gifts Received.…………………………………  $4,952.62 

Gifts Distributed ………………………………. $4,616.93 

Deacon’s Fund: December 31, 2018……………. $868.97 

Catergories Amount %of Disbursement 

Heating Fuel and Electricity $1385.08 30% 

Utilities (Phone/Cell/Cable) $323.19 7% 

Food $1154.24 25% 

Auto/Gas $923.39 20% 

Rent $277.00 6% 

Support for 

Camp/Trip/Conferences 

$554.03 12% 
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PASTORAL CARE MINISTER AND ADULT EDUCATION 

As I take my first tentative steps into retirement, I cannot begin to express my gratitude for 

all the love, the cards, letters, monetary gifts, hugs, and prayers, you showered me with over the 

last month. THANK YOU ALL!!! I treasure the memories of our journey together.   

 It all began in 1986 when Richard and I, together with Avery and our newborn daughter, 

Whitney, joined the church. (no Matt yet) How time flies! We count ourselves blessed to have 

spent 32 years with you. This church has been an important part of all our lives, so it is hard to 

say goodbye. However, I know when God closes a door, he opens a window. We are not leaving 

Southbury and I do hope to see all of you around town.  

 It has been a great joy to serve UCC, Southbury for the past 10 years as your Pastoral Care 

Minister. What a gifted and deeply caring community. I am constantly moved by the way Christ 

uses so many of you to minister to one another. You clearly live God's call to "bear one another's 

burdens". The cards and prayer shawls, meals, calls, hugs, prayers and visits come so naturally. 

It has made my job much easier. In February, I surprised 40 of our members by playing "Secret 

Valentine". Unfortunately, it wasn't very hard to guess who decorated their front doors. It may 

have been all the Biblical references. A good time was had by all.  

 Riverview Cinema finally opened in Southbury. "Let's Go to the Movies" met regularly 

the first half of the year.  We have grown to be quite a large group. We try and meet monthly, but 

have not met the last few months. Luckily, Betty Lines has agreed to take over the group. So keep 

watch for upcoming flicks. 

 UCC Walkers are in our fifth year and still going strong. We meet four mornings each 

week at 7:30. Give Patti Kahl or Julie Pope a call if you are interested in joining or want to know 

where they are walking on a particular day.  

 For Holy Week, I set up a candlelit Labyrinth in the social hall.  As our world becomes 

increasingly chaotic and stressful, there is an ever greater need for a way to quiet the mind and 

open the soul. I will be setting up a labyrinth outside on the green this Easter. I encourage 

everyone to set aside time to walk it. 

 This was the tenth year for our Service of Remembrance. It is an opportunity to minister 

to those who have recently lost loved ones; to remember and celebrate our loved one's lives and 

to remind us all of the real reason for the season. A special thank you to all those who participated 

in this moving service and especially to Corinne Brewer, Pam Gerlach and the Pomperaug String 

Quartet for their ministry of music. I hope someone will volunteer to take over this very important 

service next Advent. I have written very clear instructions on what to do. Interested? Please give 

me a call.  

 We had another beautiful day for the Blessing of the Animals. Twenty animals were 

blessed and owners received a special certificate. 

 The highlight of the year for me was my involvement with our Sunday School program. I 

designed and taught the Advent/Christmas, Lent/Easter, Pentecost and All Saints Day 

curriculums. My goal was to get the kids excited and involved in both worship and the holidays. 

We acted out the stories (Palm Sunday and Advent), decorated the sanctuary (giving both the 

children and adults a visual concept of the beauty and wonder of the season), and led parts of 
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worship, (teaching the children and reminding the adults about the culture and history of the 

times.) It was magical and I think the students enjoyed each of the sessions.  

 The majority of my time is spent seeking opportunities to foster spiritual growth. We all 

need to spend more time focusing on our relationship with God if we are to truly discern God's 

will and vision, both for our individual lives and for our church moving forward. This is 

increasingly difficult to do because of today's fast-paced, noisy world. We spark each other's faith 

when we share our stories and experiences of God at work in our midst. This sharing helps us to 

build each other up and enhances our sense of community, enabling us to grow.  

In January, we used Rob Bell's book, What is the Bible? to go deep, learning to read this ancient 

text with new eyes. Rob challenged us to ask questions:  "What’s the story that’s unfolding here 

and why did people find it important to tell it? What was it that moved them to record these 

words? What was happening in the world at that time? What does this 

passage/story/poem/verse/book tell us about how people understood who they were and who God 

was at that time?" It was a fun read and led to a vibrant dialogue about how this book can 

transform the way we see and live our lives today.   

During Lent, we talked about what it means to seek God's direction in our lives, and to live with 

purpose and meaning. With Rob Fuquay's book, Which Way, Lord as our guide, we studied the 

life of the apostle Paul. We also had the opportunity, through his video guide, to see many of the 

sites in Greece where the Christian message, through Paul, changed history.  

With calamities and divisive politics dominating the news, and media hype adding fuel to the fire, 

I decided to offer Adam Hamilton's Unafraid this fall.  Drawing on the latest research, therapeutic 

insights and biblical principles, Hamilton offered us practical solutions to get calm.  This helped 

us to truly embrace Jesus' recurring counsel: 'Do not be afraid', so we could become the 

peacemakers God calls us to be in these challenging times. 

 I particularly enjoy my Lectionary Bible Study on Monday mornings at Watermark and 

my afternoon group at Pomperaug Woods. What a ministry of grace! I arrive each week armed 

with knowledge and information and leave filled with the Spirit. Their depth of understanding 

and grace always astounds me. Luckily, I will be continuing these groups as they have become 

quite Ecumenical.  

 Many thanks to our enthusiastic and dedicated staff. Your encouragement and support have 

meant a great deal to me. I am especially grateful to Walter for his gifts of grace and 

understanding. He always cheers on my crazy ideas. I learned a lot about myself, about life and 

faith from him. I think we made a good team. I will miss working together.  

 Thank you again for our 32 years together. Thank you for all your hard work and for the 

passion and enthusiasm you have brought to the journey. I loved being a part of your faith 

community. I think we can feel good about the many things we have accomplished together for 

Christ and His ministry of love. I will always hold all of you deep in my heart as your love and 

grace have been woven into the very fabric of my life.  I humbly thank God for guiding and 

blessing our ministry together. May God continue to bless your journey as a faith community.  

With Great Love and Much Joy, Cyndie 
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MUSIC DIRECTOR 

The UCC Church of Southbury’s music program is an energetic, high quality, spiritual music 

program that continues to grow. Our church is a special place where adults and children worship 

and serve the glory of God in so many wonderful ways.  
 

The summer of 2018 was filled with many musical offerings by youth and adults both from our 

church and from the greater Southbury area. We have featured multiple soloists, folk music, cello, 

trumpet and the Power of 3 Ensemble. Thanks to everyone for their contributions to our music 

programs in 2018, it has been a fun packed year.  
 

Choirs are special places where people share a love of vocal music, each individual brings certain 

tone and talent as each voice is a completely unique instrument. Our Adult choir averages 10-16 

singers each Sunday and vary in ages from 14-96, occasionally our choir can grow in number up 

to 24 singers. They are a blessing to our church and meet/rehearse each Thursday from 7:00-8:00. 

The Adult Choir sings the 1st, 2nd and fourth Sunday of the month. The Tribury Brass Quintet, 

Linnea Bronson and Timpani player Bob Kogut accompanied music filled Easter and Christmas 

services in 2018.  
 

The 2018 Christmas season started with the Bell Choir, which rang the second Sunday in 

December bringing in the Christmas Season with their beautiful selections. The third Sunday was 

a service of lessons and carols featuring the Adult Choir and concluded with the singing of 

Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus accompanied by organ, brass quintet, and timpani it was amazing! 

We also featured a string quartet and soloist Pam Gerlach for a very moving Service of 

Remembrance early in December. The week before Christmas featured two cellists and a soloist 

all from Pomperaug High School and The Power of 3. Christmas Eve featured soloists, Pam 

Gerlach, Nicole Unterborn, The Power of 3, Scott Friend and Kurt & Jenna Thoessessen. Julie 

Pope played the Harp for the final service of 2018.  
 

The Bell Choir continues to make beautiful music under the direction of Bonnie Havery. The 

group meets each Wednesday evening and continues to play challenging and beautiful music 

ringing on the third Sunday of the month. Thankyou Bell Choir for your beautiful music.  

The 5F’s program has returned and three programs were presented. We plan to continue these fun 

musical evenings in 2019. 
 

Well there you have it, a little something for everyone. I hope you will enjoy the many offerings 

of our music programs. If you see something or even better hear something you like, let me know. 

A little praise goes a long way and I always pass it on.  
 

Finally, I would like to thank the Music committee, Pam Gerlach Music Committee Chair, Adult 

Choir, Bell Choir, the Deacons, Walter, Cindy H., Ashley, Bruce, Cindy T., Carla and all that 

have helped throughout 2018. They say it takes a village, in this case, it takes a church to produce 

a wonderful music program that we have. Thank you all for your kind words and encouragement, 

this is a wonderful church and I am honored to be its music director. 
 

Keep Singing,  

Corinne Brewer, Director of Music, UCC Southbury 
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YOUTH GROUP LEADER 
 

This has been a great year for youth ministry. SPF continues to stay at around 30 members who 

have done more than 10 fundraisers over the last year and more than 12 service projects, both 

locally and nationally. All of this is done to support the cost of going to and providing materials 

for our mission trip; in this way the people we help don’t have to buy the materials themselves.  
  

 This year’s mission trip was to Southbury, CT in support of hurricane disaster relief. This 

was an incredible trip for us because of the scope of projects we worked on and because we were 

able to support our home community. We were able to paint an entire house, demo part of a 

garage (that was, basically, disintegrating), replace a storm door, de-shingle, and re-roof three 

roofs as well as add insulation and dry wall to another home. What a blessing for both Halos and 

Hammers and the people of the Southbury area to be able to work together! 
 

 This past year was a success because of all of the parent and adult volunteers; they are all 

truly a blessing to this program and to the kids. Our volunteers help feed all of the kids during 

our meetings, help run various fundraisers (by simply being present or running the kitchen during 

our pasta dinner) as well as numerous other things.  
 

 A special THANK YOU to my trusty SPF parents who help me out during PF meetings: 

Craig Perry and Nancy Lama. A very grateful thank you to my Mission Trip adult volunteers: 

Brian Adams, Greg Cimmino, Lisa Letteri, Linda Salvagne, Carol Wood, Carl Myhill, Pete 

Phaneuf, Connor Wood and John Bucciarelli. Without all of you the SPF and Halos and Hammers 

programs would be sad and confused! Thank you for your leadership, time and talents; we are 

grateful!! 
 

 JPF continues to grow as well. We now have around 20 members who are active, 

entertaining and enthusiastic about the JPF Program. We completed two successful fundraisers 

where all proceeds went directly to the cost of our mission trip to Silver Lake Conference Center. 

A heart-filled THANK YOU to all of the parents and adults who help feed us, chaperone events, 

and are simply great supporters of JPF: Trudy Kelley and Nancy Lama in particular.  
 

 JPF and SPF have also had the extreme fortune of donating on more than two occasions to 

the Waterbury Food Kitchen. Items include lasagna and (apparent rarities) cold cuts left over 

from the Super Bowl Sub Sales as well as pies for Thanksgiving and baked goods left over from 

our Christmas meeting/Caroling.  God is Good! 
    

Many Blessings,  

Ashley Sylvester 
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CHURCH COUNCIL 
 

We here at UCC, Southbury, are all blessed to have such a warm, caring, and supportive 

church family led by our outstanding pastors and professional staff members. Our church is the 

people, and each of you have contributed to making our church such a wonderful spiritual home. 

As you read the many reports here, you will discover the various ways our church is involved in 

reaching out to others here in our community and beyond. Please consider where you might be 

able to share your time and talents as we seek to make a difference in our world. 

As the president of Church Council this past year, I have been privileged to see how all of 

our boards work together to keep our church programs running. Each month reports are shared, 

ideas are discussed, and recommendations are made. We may not always agree, but we come to 

a consensus on what we hope and pray is best for our church. 

This year our church decided to use the Congregational Assessment Tool (CAT) in order 

to get measurable feedback from our UCC members on how we are doing and how we compare 

to other churches. A committee consisting of Rev. Walter Pitman, Rev. Cyndie Holden, Cindy 

Tolin, Doug Boyd, and Rick Hall worked with Rev. Mike Ciba in implementing and interpreting 

the results, and I appreciate all of their hard work on this project. Our church is positioned well 

with high satisfaction and high energy, but there are ways we can improve. Conversations have 

begun among boards and Council members on what actions should be pursued as a result of the 

data we have. Again, I hope you all will consider ways in which you can help our church grow 

and transform. 

This year has also been one of change for our church, even on the conference level, as the 

states of Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island have decided to merge “together, as one 

group.” In the beginning of August, we received the resignation of our church office 

administrator, Joanne Sabre, who so competently ran our church office for almost 14 years. 

During this time of transition, we were fortunate to have Caitlin Langley fill in for a few weeks 

while we completed a search for a replacement. I owe much gratitude to Dawn Groh, our 

Personnel Chair, for all of her hard work, knowledge, and time that she spent on this. We feel 

very blessed to have Carla Preiman as our new Office Administrator. Then, in September, we 

received Rev. Cyndie Holden’s letter of resignation effective on December 31, 2018. Cyndie has 

provided our congregation with so much love and wisdom during her ten years as our Pastoral 

Care Minister, and we appreciate everything she has done here. Council formed an Ad Hoc 

Staffing Review committee to make recommendations on a staffing model to best deliver 

programs in the ministries of Pastoral Care and Visitation, Christian Education, and Youth 

Ministry. I believe that changes are inevitable in our church and how we respond to those changes 

can help us continue to be the kind of church God wants us to be. 

UCC, Southbury has been my spiritual home for over 35 years, and I have been honored 

to serve as Council President this past year. Over the years I have been a part of many groups, 

committees, and boards. This involvement has brought me great blessings and special friends. I 

would strongly encourage you all to find ways that you can serve our church and be involved. If 

you need suggestions, please ask our Volunteer Coordinator Judith Eslami, other board members, 

or myself. 
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I could not have led our Council without the support of all the Board chairs and officers 

who give their time and talents to our work. I would especially like to thank Bob Langley, our 

Immediate Past President, for his guidance and Nancy Kelly for her hard work as our Council 

Secretary. Of course, I greatly appreciate the leadership and counsel of Rev. Walter Pitman and 

Rev. Cyndie Holden, too. 

As the church prepares for 2019, we are fortunate to have Vinny Antezzo as our next 

President of Church Council. 

What a blessing to be a part of this wonderful church family! Let’s make 2019 even better! 

Grace and peace to all of you –  

Respectfully submitted, 

Patti Kahl  
 

 

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT 

Thank you for the honor and privilege of being elected to our UCC, Southbury Church Council 

for the past three years, and for being able to represent our UCC, Southbury Church family.  For 

me, my three-year term of Vice President to President to Immediate Past President will end at 

our January 2019 Annual Meeting.  I was blessed to have followed in the footsteps of Judith 

Eslami for my 3-year term, for whom I often relied on for guidance and assistance – such as I 

am doing now with this annual report.   As a Council, we have been blessed to be in the capable 

hands of Patti Kahl as President for the past year and now will transition to the talented Vinny 

Antezzo as our President.   I am grateful to Rev. Walter Pitman and Rev. Cynthia Holden for 

their leadership and for guiding us on our daily journeys.    Walter and Cyndi are patient, kind 

and generous.  

We, the members and friends of UCC, Southbury, should be proud of the difference that we 

make in the lives of others.  Please continue to be welcoming to others in all of our activities, 

inside and outside of our Church building.   Your warm reception can allow another person to 

feel that we are pleased they have chosen to join us.  Please offer your handshake, your smile, 

your name and listen for the opportunity to answer questions about our UCC, Southbury.    

We are a fortunate congregation of multiple ages and backgrounds – and everyone has the 

ability to contribute.  There are over one hundred programs/activities that make up our thriving 

and flourishing UCC, Southbury.   Please find something that you like to do and make 2019 the 

year that you give more of your time and talent to our UCC, Southbury family. 

You are the reason UCC, Southbury continues to stay healthy and prosperous.  We make a 

difference in Southbury and the surrounding communities.  Please consider attending the 

activities of our fellow Southbury houses of worship and encourage others to come to our 

programs.  Be welcoming, friendly and supportive.    

With love and respect for all, and wishes for a Joyful 2019,  
 

Robert (Bob) Langley 

Immediate Past President 
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REPORT OF THE CLERK 
 

NEW MEMBERS were received by letter of transfer, confession of faith, confirmation, 

and/or by vote of Deacons (19): 
 

Received on 2/1/2018 

 Christina A. Glick  Michael L. Glick 

  

Confirmation Class received on 5/12/2018 

 Julia C. Altieri  Michael W. Connelly   

 Spencer M. Ances  Parker J. Davis 

 Parker E. Antilla  Margaret G. Ferguson 

 Tayden L. Barbarisi Grant E. Gulick 

 Leah K. Bigham  Rebekah L. Lama 

 Sydney K. Booth   Lauren E. Slater 

 Gabriella N. Ciccarino Charles T. Stock 

 Emily A. Clark   Sean K. Yamanaka 

   

Received on 11/11/2018 

 Colin Offenhartz 

 

DEATHS 
We were saddened by the loss through death of the following Church members (6): 

 James K. Cooper (2/26/2018)  Ingerd H. Nilssen (6/25/2018) 

 Patricia A. Smith (4/3/2018)  William H. Bartle (9/9/2018) 

 John L. Zimmerman (4/5/2018)  Jean M. Mahard (12/3/2018)  

  

Funerals or memorial services were performed on these dates for the following non-members 

(20): 

 Rose M. Gracy (2/7/2018)  Walter B. Lynn Sr. (6/26/2018) 

 Marilyn D. Lynn (2/23/2018)  Helen M. Russell (7/21/2018) 

 Evelyn R. Vassak (3/17/2018)  Elizabeth S. Wagner (9/27/2018) 

 Anthony A. Jensen (3/24/2018)  Melissa A. Taggart (10/10/2018) 

 Constance C. Pape (3/30/2018)  John T. Fritz (10/22/2018) 

 Shirley M. Camejo (4/6/2018)  Raymond W. Lent (10/26/2018) 

 Robert C. Stroby (4/12/2018)  Deborah Toole (11/27/2018) 

 Stephen Yonych Sr. (4/26/2018) Otto Funderburk (12/15/2018) 

 Elizabeth S. Hoefer (5/17/2018)  George Metcalf (12/16/2018) 

 Barbara W. Wargo (6/17/2018)  Andrew W. Walters (12/22/2018) 
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BAPTISMS 
The following baptisms and reaffirmations of baptism occurred during the year (9): 

 01/21/2018 Bentley Michael Glick, child of Christina (Schaffer) Glick and    

 Michael Glick 

 04/22/2018 Easton Robert Mars, child of Kimberly (van Heiningen) Mars and   

 Gregory Mars 

 05/20/2018 Olivia Rose Knope, child of Danielle (Stewart) Knope and Zachary   

 Knope 

 06/09/2018 Lexi Rae Leigh Graham, child of Sydney (Saunders) Graham and   

 Ian Graham  

 06/12/2018 Myles Glenn Ferguson, child of Gerilyn (Goehring) Ferguson and   

 Donald Ferguson 

 07/01/2018 Ezekiel Judson York, child of Kathryn (Femiak) York and Shane   

 York  

 07/15/2018 Mathias Thune Varga, child of Linn Merethe Thune and Theodore   

 Varga 

 09/30/2018 Olivia Elizabeth Lyle, child of Samantha Baker and Andrew Lyle 

 12/30/2018 Leonardo Daniel Romano, child of Emily (Peterson) Romano and   

 Alex Romano 

 

     

MARRIAGES 
The following were united in marriage (5):  

 05/26/2018 Katie M. Ellis and Robert D. Haas, Jr. 

 06/23/2018 Julie A. Russell and Phillip A. Nelson 

 09/01/2018 Greta R. Gilcher and Daniel P. Tomascak 

 12/15/2018 Heather B. Bogert and Milan B. Gowen 

 12/31/2018 Allison N. Kahl and Brian C. Volonte 

  

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Active Membership 627 

Associate Membership   10   

Total Membership  637 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Nancy V. Kelly 

Church C  
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DELEGATE TO THE CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE ANNUAL MEETING 

The Second Tri-Conference Annual Meeting was held on June 15-16, 2018 at the Mass Mutual 

Center in Springfield, MA. The Connecticut, Massachusetts and Rhode Island Conferences voted 

overwhelmingly to form a new unified Conference in which they will not only do ministry 

together, but to which they will invite other religious and secular organizations to join.  The three 

conferences voted to approve a covenant agreement and new set of bylaws establishing the new 

conference, and they elected a new united Board of Directors.  The three historic conferences will 

continue to exist legally to handle existing endowments, the new UCC Conference will replace 

those historic conferences in church matters.  The Associations of the three historic conferences, 

which determine standing of clergy, for example, will automatically become members of the new 

conference.  The new conference will need to be approved by the UCC’s national governing body, 

General Synod, in June of 2019.  Delegates to the Annual Meeting of the Connecticut Conference 

passed five resolutions on justice issues, including a resolution condemning the separation of 

immigrant children from their parents and a resolution calling on the Associations of the 

Conference to adopt a policy requiring all Authorized Ministers to receive at least a one-day racial 

justice training workshop every three years, and for all Members In Discernment to receive 

training prior to ordination.  
 

Thank you for the continuing opportunity to represent UCC, Southbury! 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Connecticut Conference Delegates 

Rick Hall, Doug Boyd, Sarah Lama and Ray Mather 
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DELEGATE TO THE LITCHFIELD SOUTH ASSOCIATION 

This year, your delegates and clergy attended both the Spring Meeting which was held on May 

15th at the First Congregational Church New Milford and the Fall Meeting which was held on 

October 17th at the New Preston Congregational Church. 

The Spring Meeting, which was held on the evening that the tornado hit our local area, started off 

with a long drive avoiding downed trees and power lines!  The Rev. Susan Townsley, the CT 

Conference Associate for Innovation, Leadership and Change, led a session entitled “Blue Sky 

Conversation” on “out of the box” thinking to get attendees to think of creative ways for their 

churches to better serve their communities.   

At the Fall Meeting, a moment of silence was held for the Rev. Craig McClellan and the Rev. 

John Pelletier who passed away in September.  The full Nominating Committee slate was voted 

on and accepted.  Serving from UCC, Southbury include the Rev. Mary Lou Howson who is an 

Executive Committee Member-At-Large, the Rev. Walter Pitman who is a member of the Church 

and Ministry Committee and Rick Hall who is a member of the Nominating Committee.  The 

Rev. David Peters and David Sonneman were selected as the Delegates for Synod in Milwaukee 

in 2019.  A By-laws change related to Committee terms and composition was voted on and 

accepted.  The  Rev. Brad Bergfalk and members of the Litchfield Church presented a program 

on “Intentional Vitality: One Congregation’s Experience and What We Can Learn From It”.  

Information from this presentation was provided including the Vitality Team Final Report, Ten 

Healthy Missional Markers, the Innovation Adoption Lifecycle and a Relational Covenant they 

used during this process. 

We are actively looking for additional LSA Delegates, let us know if you are interested!  Thank 

you for the continuing opportunity to represent UCC, Southbury. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Litchfield South Association Delegates 

Rick Hall, Patti Kahl, Sarah Lama & Ray Mather  
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 BOARD OF DEACONS 

The mission of the Board of Deacons is to actively serve the congregation in all ways spiritually 

to ensure a meaningful worship experience.  We participate in worship services and extend the 

welcoming hand of God so each and every person entering our House of God will experience His 

love. 

The dedicated men and women who served on the Board in 2018 are: 

 John Bacigalupi 

 Janet Behrendt 

 Doug Boyd 

 Carole Chameides 

 Kim Friend 

 Dawn Groh 

 Glenn Gulick 

 Lisa Hull 

 Trudy Kelley 

 David Merrill 

 Emmi Ostar 

 Chris Perry 

 Donna Ryan 

 Jane Schnyder 

 Alison Sokol 

 Gary Tolin 

They are truly a spiritual and caring team and I thank them for their generous hearts. 

Members of the Board of Deacons serve in many different capacities including assisting the 

Pastor during worship services for a month on a rotating basis.  In this role, the Deacon Assist 

leads in greeting the congregation and in prayer, reading scripture and greeting members as they 

leave service. 

The Board of Deacons is also actively involved in the sacraments of the Church including: 

 Serving communion the first Sunday of the month and for special services. 

 Assisting at all baptisms. 

The Board of Deacons also supports the members of this Church in a variety of ways including: 

 Shepherding new members to help them acclimate to our Church and to feel at home.  The 

Shepherd will keep in touch with them and make them aware of any and all functions of the 

Church. 

 Managing the prayer list to ensure that congregants’ needs are met through prayer.  
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 Overseeing or acting as a liaison to a variety of Committees within the Church.  These 

Committees include: 

 Caring Committee 

 Altar Committee 

 Flower Committee 

 Memorial Committee 

 Memorial Wall Committee 

 Music Committee 

The people who work on these Committees have done a wonderful job keeping our special 

place clean and neat and providing our Church with beautiful flowers, sparkling silver and 

pretty flowers on the altar.  Thank you all for your dedication. 

I would like to especially thank the members of the Caring Committee who support the 

congregation in so many ways including: 

 Providing meals  

 Finding rides as needed 

 Provide support and prayers as needed 

 Taking an active role in funerals 

 Providing Ushers and arranging food and volunteers to serve at the reception following 

the service. 

 Promoting welcoming fellowship within our Church.  As Deacons, we are responsible for the 

Fellowship Hour after worship services, arranging snacks, Social Hall Greeters and Coffee 

Servers.  Deacons maintain the Visitor Information Packets, keeping them updated with the 

latest information and they are available in the Narthex, the hall outside the Nursery and in the 

Social Hall.  These are available for anyone wanting to learn more about who we are as a 

Church.  

 Provide training for Ushers so that they are able to assist all people during worship.  

 Overseeing the Nursery for the care of young children giving their parents the time to attend 

worship without worry.  

This past year has been busy for our Deacons at Church and at home.  We hope to have a 

productive year next year and will continue to serve our congregation.  We love our Church and 

all who enter.  We continue to do God’s work in our Church and in our community to help spread 

God’s love. 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Doug Boyd 

 Chairperson 
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ALTAR COMMITTEE 

The Altar Committee is a subcommittee of the Board of Deacons.  The Committee is made up of 

six present or past Deacons. 

The charge of the Altar Committee is to keep the altar in proper order and to supply all the 

elements for Communion.  This would include bread, grape juice and polish for the silver and 

brass and the candles for the table.  All expenses incurred are paid through the Deacons’ Fund. 

The Committee members are responsible for maintaining the altar.  These responsibilities include 

polishing of all silver and brass, cleaning and pressing the linens, changing candles, and general 

maintenance of the pulpit.  The Committee also keeps the Bible markers in the color of the church 

seasons, such as, Maundy Thursday, Easter, Advent and Christmas. 

These dedicated women work very hard to keep things shining and ready for communion every 

month.  Thank you all for your service to our Church, especially the Altar 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Donna Ryan, Chairperson 
 

Committee Members:  Lois Byron, Carole Chameides, Suzanne Huff, Donna Ryan, Barbara 

Williams and Carol Wood 
 

FLOWER COMMITTEE 

The Flower Committee’s responsibility is to see that flowers are placed in the Church Sanctuary 

each Sunday morning for the worship service. 
 

A flower chart for congregation members to sign for a certain Sunday is placed in the Church 

Office lobby. The donor’s message is printed in the Sunday bulletin and the donor decides to 

take the flowers after the service or have them delivered to shut-ins by the Visiting Friends.  The 

Flower Committee also sells Poinsettias and Lilies to use as decoration for the Christmas and 

Easter Services. This year at Easter we also sold tulips, hyacinths, daffodils plus lilies. We had 

44 families donate flowers for Easter and 45 Poinsettias donated for our two Christmas Sundays. 

Needless to say, the Church looked beautiful at these services. 
 

We were very fortunate in having flowers donated for just about every Sunday morning service. 

When we had no donation for a given Sunday, the Flower Committee either bought flowers or 

put one of our beautiful artificial arrangements we purchased from Southbury Florist. 
 

We are deeply grateful to all who have provided flowers to be placed in our Church 

Sanctuary during the past year and also at Easter and Christmas time. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Michelle Benish and Kay Shveda, Co-Chairpersons 
 

Committee Members: Kari Anderson, Michelle Benish, Dee Homes, Joan Murphy, Kay Shveda, 

Alison Sokol 
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MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 
Dear Church Members, 

The Memorial Committee did not meet in 2018. 

I thank the Committee Members Judy Bassett, Meta Hinze, Shirley Michaels and Lillian Miles. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Pat Perry 

Chairperson 

MEMORIAL FUND 

THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, SOUTHBURY 

TREASURER’S REPORT 

2018 
Beginning balance 1/1/18    $23,158.93 

Deposits: Interest   $11.62 
    (12/31/17– 11/30/18) 

 

  Memorials   $1250.00   

  Betty Wagner 

  Nancy Schoeck    

         

Total receipts.   $1261.62   

 

Total Balance + receipts         $24,420.55  

     

Less Expenses:     

      UCC       $ 100.00 

 Memorial roses 

     

                     Total Expenses              $100.00 

   

ENDING BALANCE  December 31, 2018         $24,320.55 

  

Respectfully submitted,  
 

Judith Bassett  

Treasurer 
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MEMORIAL WALL COMMITTEE 

2018 Annual Report 

 

 During 2018 seven interments were made in the Wall. To date 86 interments have been 

completed, and 61 reservations have been made for future interments.  All of the available 92 

niches in the original Wall have been reserved. Forty-three niches have been reserved in the New 

Wall with 125 niches available.  To date 49 ‘Remembering’ plaques have been affixed to the 

Wall and an additional 6 have been reserved in advance.  

  Thank you to Walter, Cyndie and Betty Lines for providing dedicated kindness and 

compassionate care to the families who interred the ashes of their loved ones this year. We are 

grateful too, to Bruce Kennedy for his continued availability in helping with the interments.  In 

addition, thanks to Anne Westerman, Nancy Brackett and the   members of the 'Green Thumbs' 

for maintaining the plantings around the Wall. Also, thanks go to Bill Bassett and John Michaels, 

who are always trusted advisers for the Memorial Wall Committee.   

 

 2018 Committee members were Mary Hart, Joan Murphy and Barbara Williams.  

 

2018 MEMORIAL WALL TREASURER’S REPORT 

 

Balance as of 1/01/2018                           $54,656.79 
Receipts: 

 Monetary donations           $         0.00 

 Sale of Permits for niches/plaques         $   8000.00   

 Interest on checking account          $         2.89 

 Return on $54,468.58 investment account   $  2,451.09   

 Total receipts         $10,453.98 

Disbursements: 

 Landscaping            $          0.00 

 Operating costs (plaques, labor, etc.)        $     1896.00   

 Total disbursements                 $ (1,896.00) 

 

Balance as of 12/31/2018                  $63,214.77 

 

Maximum Potential Refunds (61 niche & 6 plaque reservations) $(33,550.00) 

  

Net position                   $ 29,664.77 

 

Respectfully submitted by:  Barbara Williams, Chairwoman    
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MUSIC COMMITTEE 

It has been another exciting year in our musical journey! The Bell Choir and Adult Choir are 

continuing to give us high quality music every Sunday under the direction of Bonnie Havery for 

Bells and Corinne Brewer, Director of Music, for voice in the many varied forms of choirs, 

quartets, trios and soloists. 

Sadly, we have lost some members in both choirs this year due to relocation, yet, it seems that 

someone else always steps in, so that many don’t even notice the void. That is the ultimate sign 

of our Directors’ talents and our choirs’ commitment to our mission to bring the best we can to 

each and every service, every Sunday. Several ringers, as well as Bonnie, ring multiple bells! The 

Adult Choir has added a 96 yr. old and a 14 yr. old member this year! God, and this congregation, 

really do provide!! 

The three year project of getting microphones installed in our downstairs choir area has begun 

with an initial installation and a goal to continue tweaking the system. This way our congregation 

in house and on the telephone is better able to hear the adult choir. Many thanks to Ray Mather 

and the Trustees for aiding in this endeavor! 

We hosted only two 5Fs this year, due to the cost of the microphones, and we are planning on 

reaching our goal of four in 2019. It’s a great fun evening of fellowship and varied music that 

averages 40-50 people of all ages. 

We continued Creation Nation Choir into May this year, but needed to give up the fall semester 

so the Sunday School could have the time to try some new ideas. The children’s program will 

resume in March with the goal to be singing Easter or Music Sunday. Nicole Unterborn and Pam 

Gerlach will continue as the volunteer leaders. 

Our Director of Music is charged with putting on two major musical productions a year for Easter 

and Christmas, and this year was no exception. We had brass, organ, piano, timpani, drums and 

voice sounding out our joy for both holidays. It’s a major feat to organize and conduct and 

Corinne does it with professional ease. 

We had some other musical highlights this year with harps, Chinese dulcimer, string quartet, and 

cello and voice solos by some very talented 14 yr. old confirmands. Summer music continues to 

be provided by volunteer soloists and musicians and we cannot thank them enough for donating 

their time and talents! 

Corinne celebrated her 5th year with us, so we planned ahead to send her on a weekend sabbatical 

with other church musicians in the summer. She came back energized with a lot of new music 

and ideas, so we may work toward sending her each year!  

I would like to thank all the members, musicians, singers, directors and the Music Committee for 

another wonderful year. This doesn’t occur without a lot of support and hard work! 

We always welcome anyone to come and use their talents with us! We are not an exclusive club, 

we are a family, a community of believers who rejoice in praising God through our music!!  

So, come ring with us, come sing with us, come play with us, come praise with us! AMEN!! 

With Much Love, 

Pamela Gerlach –Music Committee Chairperson  
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

The Board of Christian Education is responsible for the religious education of the Church, 

including children, young people and adults.  The Board handles, oversees, plans and/or 

implements the following: 
 

 Curriculum, lessons, structure and scheduling of the Sunday School program 

 Recruitment of volunteers (Presenters and Shepherds) for our Sunday School program 

 Service Activity Projects done during the Sunday School classes to promote responsibility, 

service and a sense of Church membership 

 Support for Intergenerational Events 

 Adult Education: Cyndie Holden 

 Library Committee: Trudy Kelly 

 Youth Ministry Committee:  Roxann Adams 

Highlights from 2018 

 * January 2018 began with a visit from Karen Ziel, Minister of Faith Formation and Leadership 

from the Connecticut Conference to assist the Board of CE in evaluating mission, outreach and 

curriculum.  The two hour session was attended by the member of the middle school teaching 

team and available Board members and Cindy Tolin.  Her visit sparked excitement and inspired 

the Board to begin an intensive review of curriculum and program options available for children’s 

ministry. 

* The Spring season featured a decorative and sensory display of the Easter Story with the 

children helping to create and decorate the Sanctuary leading up to Easter sponsored by Cyndie 

Holden and the Board of CE.  Cyndie Holden again created a visual decorative display again in 

the Sanctuary in celebration of Pentecost in May.  Cyndie Holden and Cindy Tolin, with support 

from volunteers, completed two group lessons focusing on the Advent Story in December. 

* Children shared their talents and resources, sponsoring a service opportunity to benefit the 

children at the Greater Waterbury Interfaith Ministry (GWIM). 

* Cyndie Holden and Cindy Tolin served on the CAT assessment team to help lead and administer 

the congregation assessment in the spring.  Cindy Tolin reached out to all registered Sunday 

school families by telephone to remind families to participate in the survey. 

* Cindy Tolin and Walter Schnyder attended the Litchfield North/South meeting held in Cornwall 

CT with about 10 other UCC Christian Educators from the region for dinner, conversation and 

the sharing of ideas. 

* With the assistance of SPF volunteers, the Board and SPF sponsored an Easter Egg Hunt in 

between services on Easter Sunday.  This event was a huge success and both groups hope to 

continue the event in 2019. 
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* With the assistance of the CNC leaders, the children participated in a musical and sign language 

song during the confirmation service in May alongside the confirmands. 

* Walter Schnyder and Cindy Tolin initiated an assessment of the children’s ministry initiatives 

along with the Board of CE following the CAT Survey and recommended a review and 

redistribution of duties for the CE Administrator role based on survey responses, current trends 

and dwindling Board of CE membership.  Various resources were purchased for curriculum 

review and interest in current trends in children’s ministry. 

* Cindy Tolin managed the Teacher Appreciation activity along with Mark Funderburk by 

creating thematic invitations, seed packets and special stickers to thank all volunteers working 

with the program in 2017-2018.  Those not attending the worship service in their honor received 

their packet in the mail. 

* With the help of Confirmands and Youth, CE supported a nice children’s selection of activities 

for Strawberry Festival. 

* Linda Langley and Cindy Tolin spent time reviewing curriculum, visiting the Webster Library 

located at First Church in West Hartford and time reviewing materials and conversations with 

Karen Ziel prior to choosing the new curriculum for the Grade 6/7 class implemented in the fall 

2018. 

* New curriculum for the 6 and 7 class was purchased and implemented in the fall 2018. Students 

were given the opportunity to purchase the Connect Bible to personalize their lesson experience 

and write in them as the year progressed.  Connect is Bible-centered Sunday school for preteens 

which includes 10 units in downloadable online files with an annual subscription.  With Connect, 

kids see how individual Bible stories connect into larger themes that span the whole Bible. The 

curriculum includes an animated video introduction to the lesson, a leader guide and learner 

packets to compliment the lessons.  In the 2-year scope and sequence, preteens begin with the 

Old Testament and the history of God’s people and continues with the New Testament, learning 

all about Jesus’ life, ministry, death, and resurrection.  The Kindergarten-2nd Grade and 3rd-5th 

Grade classes continued with same SPARK workshop rotation curriculum for the program year. 

* After much discussion, the Board proposed a lesson calendar for the program year that included 

a standard format with the first Sunday of the month being Communion Sunday with no Sunday 

school lesson.  The teaching Sundays continue to be on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays with a special 

activity on the 5th Sunday for those months having five weeks.  The format has worked well so 

far and CE anticipates the return of CNC in March 2019. 

* The Fall lessons for the upper and lower elementary children followed the lesson unit topics 

from the 6/7 curriculum so similar materials and stories were being discussed by all classes the 

same week.  This required the CE Administrator to piece together lessons in a hybrid format of 

curriculum and other resources and materials to match the lesson content from the middle school 

class.  
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* Confirmation students assisted the Board in Sunday school in shepherding roles again this year 

2018 and this was well received by the children and teachers.  Their presence in Sunday school 

continues to be a positive experience for all and the Board is considering how to best utilize these 

new church members in the program throughout their high school years. 

*The Board presented five 3rd Grade Bibles to children in the fall at a special time during the 

Children’s Moment in the Sanctuary. 

* Cindy Tolin attended several workshops, Super Saturday and a CE Conference sponsored by 

NEAUCE (New England Association of United Church Educators).  Cindy participates in the CT 

Conference for professional development, communities of practice, and training to advance the 

church’s capabilities and outreach as we transition to a faith formation format.  Cindy Tolin is 

enrolled in the UCC Connecticut Conference Christian Education Certification program.   

* The Grade 6/7 teaching tea of Dawn Groh, Cyndie Holden, Linda Langley and Daren/Danielle 

Altieri continue to share their time and talents with the pre-confirmation students. 

* Cindy Tolin continues to support the Board initiatives by managing the registration process for 

Sunday school along with a CE database, especially during the transition with the church office 

staff over the summer months.  She manages the online volunteer signup site, most 

communications to families, congregation and staff on behalf of the Board of CE in addition to 

weekly lesson planning and program support.  Signup.com continues to be a useful organizing 

tool for volunteers and the Board of CE. 

* Christmas cookies decorated and shared with those of the church community unable to attend 

church regularly, and delivered by those caroling at Christmas. 

* We continue to try and recruit both volunteers for teaching and Board participation from the 

congregation as well as including youth representation. This initiative is still a work in progress.   

* After much discussion with the Director of Music and CNC leaders, the children’s music 

program was put on hold for the fall due to comments from many children families sharing their 

lack of interest in this aspect of the CE program.   Children were not looking forward to attending 

Sunday school due to having to participate in music.  The children’s music program is anticipated 

to resume in March 2019. 

* Supporting the Funderburk Family was a passionate and emotional initiative of the Board of 

CE along with Cindy Tolin’s coordination and guidance throughout.  Various activities took place 

over the months during Otto’s treatment to support the family and increase awareness for pediatric 

cancer.  The children designed “power bots” out of dominoes to support the Bot Buddy Program 

at Yale New Haven in hopes of giving pediatric cancer patients hope, love and strength to 

overcome their illness.  An outdoor sign was designed and donated by Merritt Graphics and 

displayed at the front of the church property in support of OTTO STRONG.  Cindy Tolin served 

as point person early on for updates, gift card and cash collections and for sending cards from the 

congregation to Otto during his illness.  The Board made three fleece tied prayer blankets for Otto 

and his sisters, Tess and Lulu in December.  In coordination with SPF, the Board helped decorate 
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the Funderburk’s house for Christmas and a local Boy Scout troop donated a wreath for their front 

door.  

Sunday School: 

Kindergarten through 7th Grade 
 

Sunday school takes place during the 9:30 a.m. service and is for any child in preschool through 

7th grade.  Children attend the beginning of worship in the Sanctuary with their families and then 

are dismissed to their classrooms after a brief music ministry following the Children’s Moment.  

Classes meet for approximately 45 minutes until the service is complete. 

Classes:  Kindergarten – 2nd Grade, Grade 3-5 and Grades 6-7 

Spring 2018: 

Children registered:  37 

Volunteers:  78 

Fall 2018:     

Children registered: 38 

(Fall 2018 enrollment break down:  16 - Grades K-2; 11 - Grades 3-5; 10 - Grades 6-7 

New Families:  5 

Volunteers:  30 

Sunday School program year:  September – May/early June 

Teaching Sundays for the program year:  26 

Staffing needed each teaching Sunday:  minimum 7 volunteers 

A Presenter (a volunteer who teaches the lesson) and a Shepherd (a volunteer who brings the 

children from the Sanctuary to their classroom and assists the Presenter) is assigned to each group.  

A Sunday School Superintendent (a member of the Board of Christian Education) is available 

each week Sunday school is in session.  All volunteers working with our youth have a signed the 

church Safe Church Volunteer Agreement.  

Average weekly attendance varies week to week, from 15-20 students!  Lessons are sent 

electronically to Presenters and Shepherds prior to the teaching date and hardcopies are available 

each Sunday in the class lesson bin located in the Teacher’s Closet.  Cindy Tolin, Christian 

Education Administrator, organizes class lessons and supplies each week. 

Grades Preschool Through 5th – Our Sunday School program uses the Spark Workshop Rotation 

Sunday School curriculum this year.  This curriculum includes the following workshop options:  

Art, Bible Skills and Games, Cooking, Creative Drama, Music, Science, and Video.  Our 

Christian Education Administrator accesses lessons through a Spark Online subscription 

(http://wearesparkhouse.org/), reads through materials, determines appropriate lessons, and 

develops a lesson plan.  Take-home family sheets are given to children each Sunday so that 

http://wearesparkhouse.org/
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parents are provided with information about the unit being taught as well as ways to carry over 

the lessons during the week. 

Grades 6 and 7 – Grades 6/7 classes use the Connect curriculum purchased in the fall 2018. This 

is a downloadable curriculum resource that provides comprehensive, accessible Biblical 

background for teachers and students with a video interactive component, oversized program / 

activity sheets and a family page.  The corresponding Bibles were purchased to support the 

implementation of this new curriculum and were available for purchase by the 6/7 students. 

Volunteers 

The Christian Education volunteer base is wide but can always include more volunteers! It 

continues to be an ongoing challenge to cover weekly classes with a minimum of 7 volunteers 

each week to run Sunday School and the Board of Christian Education is in need of members as 

well.  

Again this area is always a work in progress but as chairman of the Board of CE I hope to make 

volunteering something everybody is inspired to do!!!!  After all, the future of the church is the 

children and their families.   

 Respectfully submitted, 

 Walter Schnyder 

 Chairman Christian Education  

 Cindy Tolin, Christian Education Administrator 

Board Members:  Walter Schnyder, Allie Benish (Youth Rep), Mark Funderburk, Linda Langley, 

Michele Payne.  Non-voting members:  Cyndie Holden, Cindy Tolin 
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LIBRARY COMMITTEE 

The Library Committee continues to meet four times a year on the third Tuesday of the months 

of September, December, February and April. Presently all volumes are entered in the Library 

computer database. A sign-out notebook hangs on a clipboard from the east wall shelving in the 

Library. All sign-outs are on the Honor System, leaving the borrower’s name and phone number 

in the notebook. 

Our Library continues to shelve books of spiritual and local genre, and additional Memorial 

donations. There is a special shelf that houses the books the Women’s Fellowship book club has 

read. 

Our Library is not well used. Only a few books a year are taken out and returned. We have given 

some thought to making the Library a Memorial Library housing only the books given in 

Memoriam. The committee would keep the reference books we currently have.  Since several 

church members have gone into ministry, those books may be valuable tools in their education as 

they complete their work. If we consolidated the Memorial books and the reference books, we 

could have room to house some of the Historical papers or other items of our church history. This 

year we are going to try to remove some books that are either out of date and/or have never been 

taken out for reading. 

 

                               Respectfully submitted, 

Trudy Kelley 

Chairperson 

Committee Members: Amy Andrews, Debby Eisenman and Trudy Kelley 
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2018 Financial Summary 

Youth Ministry Committee 

Pilgrim Fellowship Account #10457865 

Balance as of January 1, 2018:                                                $4,096.68 

Balance as of December 31, 2018:                                           $7,359.05 

Total Deposits for the Year:  (10)                                           $23,050.00 

Total Withdrawals for Year:  (30)                                           $19,787.63 

 

RECORDS OF FUNDS TAKEN FOR 2018 

There were 10 deposits made into this account totaling $23,050.00. 

 

This was comprised of a $300 mission trip payment made by each Youth Group attendee.  Fundraising money 

of approximately $2,700 raised by Youth Group Members  ( Raffle, Pasta Dinner, Car Wash, Fudge Sale, Soup 

for Dinner, Sub Sale)  and $11,670 of donations and money given for the purpose of the Mission Trip projects.  

($2,000 given by United Church of Christ, $2,500 from Ct Community Fund, $870 individual donations, $6,300 

of payment for work done) 

 

RECORD OF FUNDS DISTRIBUTED FROM PF ACCOUNT FOR 2018 

There were 30 checks written from this account in 2018 totaling $19,787.63. 

 

The majority of this was (Approximately) $14,000 for the Southbury Mission Trip.  Additionally, $2,200 was 

reimbursed of deposit to Youth Group Members who were not able to attend because of the trips date change. 

 

The remaining $2,500 (+) was things such as postage for alumni packages send every fall, DMV trailer 

registration, town tax of trailer,  a mystery trip, fudge sale & sub sale cost. 

 

**Receipts and further breakdown can be provided upon request. 

 

                                                                      Nancy Cimmino 

                                                                      Appointed Treasurer 
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 BOARD OF MISSIONS AND FELLOWSHIP 

Our Church members entrust our Board with responsibility for the Church’s missionary purpose 

within the Church body and wider Christian outreach programs to the end that the Church may 

recognize and respond to local and global human needs.  As part of its duties the Board: a) 

promotes a continuing mission education program to raise congregational awareness concerning 

issues and human needs, b) develops projects through which the members may become personally 

involved in Christian outreach efforts, c) oversees the allocation of all budgeted mission funds, 

and d) oversees the distribution of annual Endowment Fund allocations, subject to the vote at the 

Annual Meeting.  The Board is grateful that our members consistently reacts in a willing, 

dedicated, and enthusiastic way to do whatever is necessary whenever and wherever there is a 

need presented by the Board. 

 

The Missions Endowment Project theme this past year was “Strengthen Youth and Families” via 

a contribution of $10,000 to Danbury Youth Services to teach youths skills necessary to lead 

positive and productive lives and who, along with Church volunteers, ran a bike donation and 

repair clinic in December 2018 which collected, repaired and distributed bicycles for Christmas 

presents to families in need in Danbury. 

 

For the Adult Mission Trip, in October the Board coordinated with Harvest Pack of Waterbury 

to collect from Church members $5125 for ingredients and set up equipment for assembly by 

Church members of over 5,000 Harvest Pack food packages, each containing 6 servings of a 

vitamin-packed, rice-based protein-rich meal, that were sent to Haiti. 

 

The distribution of budgeted $24,428 of Missions funds to local and global charities, as well as 

additional contributions by Church members to charities, are set forth on the pages following this 

Report. 

 

Church members gave great support for the following Annual Projects: 

 

 Southbury Food Bank’s Adopt-a-Shelf (70 cans of beef/vegetable soup per month) 

 Greater Waterbury Interfaith Ministries monthly food preparation for Soup Kitchen 

 February – Comfort Caps made for the Harold Leever Cancer Center 

 April – Theater Fellowship Night  

 April - OCWM and One Great Hour of Sharing Collections 

 May – Diaper Bags assembled and delivered to Waterbury hospitals 

 June – Camp Scholarships 

 October – Big Chill Out blanket donations, and Missions Appreciation Brunch 

 November – Thanksgiving Baskets assembled and delivered in Southbury 

 December – Christmas Board gifts collected and distributed 
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Church members also supported by volunteer activities and donations the following charities, 

with which we have established close ties and have liaisons (both current and past Board 

members) to maintain regular contact and coordination: 

 

 Covenant to Care for Children – Patti Kahl and Barbara Butler 

 Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen – Pete Peterson 

 Greater Waterbury Interfaith Ministries – Jandi duBois 

 Habitat for Humanity – Larry Ernst 

 Safe Haven – Lisa Lettieri 

 Southbury Food Bank – Eleanor Moisio 

Additional thanks are due to others who make a significant contribution toward the various works 

coordinated by the Board or otherwise provided by the Church: 

 

 Kim Friend for working on and overseeing volunteers who make comfort caps for chemo 

patients at the Harold Leever Cancer Center. 

 Erik Olmsted for his faithful delivery of food prepared by Church members every month for 

the GWIM Soup Kitchen, and for transport of donated items for the Big Chill Out.  

 Jessica Clark for organizing the collection of Thanksgiving meals for disadvantaged families 

in Southbury. 

 Stephanie Pitman for coordination of the Christmas Gift board that provided gifts for 

children in Southbury and Covenant to Care children. 

 Barbara Butler for coordination of the Diaper Bag assembly and delivery to Waterbury 

hospitals. 

Longtime member Eleanor Moisio and Treasurer Joan Farrell are leaving the Board, and we 

appreciate their devoted service. 

 

We sincerely thank you, our Church members, for contributing to our projects and activities, both 

financially and with your time and efforts, and appreciate your continued support. 

 

     Respectfully submitted, 

 

Barbara Butler    Rick Hall, Vice Chairman 

Jessica Clark, Secretary   Lisa Lettieri 

Kathleen Patton    Eleanor Moisio 

Joan Farrell, Treasurer   Pete Peterson, Chairman 
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MEN’S AUXILIARY OF THE WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP AND LADIES’ AUXILIARY 

The men gathered many times to cook for and feed the Church. 

We provided assistance to several committees by both setting up and cleaning up for special 

events. 

Because we have no officers, no meetings and no discussion, we have no report. 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 John Michaels, the Writer of the No Report 

 

UCC, SOUTHBURY, RIB RUNNERS 

The UCC Rib Runners is a monthly gathering of UCC men whose non( because we don’t have a 

structure, officers or meetings) mission is to find the best rib and BBQ place in the state. We go 

Once a month to a place picked by our non leader Ken Huff. In our third year we have not yet 

visited all the BBQ places in the state, but we keep at it.   

John Michaels self appointed non officer secretary.  

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 

In June the Scholarship Committee awarded grants totaling $2,400 to two graduating high school 

seniors.  Emily Ostar and Christine Schultz were named this year’s recipients of the two $500 

Pope Scholarships, which were endowed by the Pope family in memory of Rick’s parents, Todd 

and Betty Pope.  The $500 Joe and Christine Ardwin Scholarship was awarded to Christine 

Schultz. Emily Ostar received the $500 Trudy Kelley Scholarship, given in honor of Trudy’s 

continued support of the UCC scholarship program. UCC Scholarships of $200 each were also 

awarded to Emily Ostar and Christine Schultz.   

 

These graduates have done well academically and have contributed to school and community 

through various activities.  They also have been very active in the life of this church, doing such 

things as participating in SPF as officers and on Mission Trips, serving as ushers, volunteering in 

Sunday School, serving on the Board of Deacons, helping with the Strawberry Festival and 

Holiday Fair, and volunteering in the nursery as well as working as the nursery director. They 

certainly make us proud that they are a part of UCC, Southbury. 

 

Over the past seventeen years, these UCC scholarships have been endowed by bequests, as well 

as directed contributions from parishioners, to the scholarship portion of the Endowment Fund.  

The awards have grown from two $300 awards in 2002 to several awards totaling $2,400 in 2018.  

We especially thank Trudy Kelley for her continued support.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Patti Kahl, chair 

 

Committee members:  Vinny Antezzo, Leslie Bacigalupi, Tom Byron, Michele Payne 
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

Women’s Fellowship is open to woman of all ages to share in activities and ministries that 

celebrate Woman’s Christian Fellowship through our works and deeds. 

 

 “Connect over Coffee”, meets on the second Friday of each month and is a time for 

our women to gather for conversation about the needs of the church and the women.  
However, during 2018 we did meet twice outside of the church with a wonderful breakfast 

at Chips Restaurant on March 10 and November 10. 

 Prayer Shawl Ministry – The Prayer Shawls continues to be a powerful ministry under 

the direction of Leslie Bacigalupi.  Seventy-nine (79) Prayer Shawls have been prayerfully 

knitted for those in need of comfort and Eighty-six (86) have been blessed and sent out.  

The ministry is open to all levels of expertise, including beginners.  We gather together, 

either at church or someone’s home, for fellowship and busy hands. 

 Holiday Fair Crafts – In 2018 we celebrated 52 years of crafting by the women of our 

church.  The Holiday Fair Christmas Craft Market under the direction of Pat Wolf and 

Eleanor Moisio, was shimmery and bright with beautiful handcrafted Christmas items 

made by many talented individuals.  Group crafting session were held throughout the year. 

Raising Funds 

 Rummage Sales, one in the fall and one in the spring, help us contribute to our chosen 

charities.  The monies raised are distributed in the following manner, 30% as Gifts to the 

Church, 30% to Local Gifts, and 30% to Wider Missions, leaving at least 10% for 

emergencies (details can be viewed in the attached year end treasurers report).  Thank you 

to the leadership of Marilyn Vida and Judy Froderman and the many church volunteers.   

Fellowship 

As we work together, we grow through Christian fellowship.  Women’s Fellowship provides 

opportunities for the congregation to come together.  This year we hosted: 

 The Midwinter Women’s Breakfast coordinated by Patti Kahl.  This is an annual event 

always held on the first Saturday in February.  Guest speaker this year was Tracey 

O’Shaughnessy, Associated Features Editor for Waterbury American Republican.  The 

Power of Three provided musical entertainment.  A fun morning for all 

 February, we joined with Mission’s Comfort Cap day to put together liners for our special 

project Days for Girls – coordinated by Linda Langley   

 Year-End Summer Supper was held in June as a pot luck on the Church Green. 

 September, we welcomed everyone back with the Women’s Potluck Dinner in the social hall. 

 November 27, we Hung the Greens for Advent in the Sanctuary. 

 December, we helped with a Red Cross Blood Drive for the greater community, where our 

women provided Christmas cookies and treats - coordinated by Anne Westerman. 

 December brought a church wide Christmas Party at Walter and Stephanie Pitman's home – 

coordinated by Leslie Bacigalupi with help from Nancy Kelly and Linda Langley. 
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The Recognized Women 

Susan Belknap, Judith Eslami and Eva Marie Wilson were nominated to be honored from our 

congregation as “2018 Recognized Women of UCC” in April at the Annual Meeting of 

Connecticut Women of UCC held at Mystic Congregational Church 

All Souls’ Day Donation is an annual gift to the Church in honor of the members and family 

members that the women of our Church lost between November 1, 2017 and October 31, 2018.  

This year’s honor roll includes: 

 Ruth Ann Ritter 

 Marilyn Lynn 

 Carol Laird 

 Gerd Nilssen 

 Tyler Claflin, nephew of Anik Calflin 

 Marge de Bruycker, mother of Lesley 

Gomez 

 Aldy Edwards, father of Anne 

Westerman 

 John Patton, Sr., grandfather in law of 

Kathleen Patton 

 Robert Gaberdiel, father of Gabby 

Addison 

 Marian Zappulla, mother of Susan 

Zappulla-Peters 

 Glenn Caraglior, brother of Amy 

Gulick 

 Patrick Krasniewski, son of Geri 

Travis 

 Ronald Brackett York, father-in-law 

of Donna York 

 Arthur Smith, father of Sue Potter 

 Josephine Giapa, aunt of Wendy 

Gaipa 

 Gerald Joyce, brother-in-law of 

Debbie Bennard 

 Trinity Pooley, Godchild of Chris 

Allen 

 Jim Larkin, father of Chris Allen 

 John Hamm, father-in-law of Len 

Hamm 

 William H. Burr, uncle of Jennifer 

Peterson 

 Jim Cooper, husband of Barbara 

Cooper 

 Seth Verrill, great grand nephew of 

Carol Plecan 

 Virginia Hay, mother of Leslie 

Bacigalupi 

 Eddie Martin, son of Dee Holmes 

 Anthony Jenson, son of Terry Jenson 

 Thomas Keegan, father of Maureen 

Ahlberg 

 Donald Nevins, father of Don Nevins 

 Kenneth Wiser, father-in-law of Janet 

Wiser 

 Jack Zimmerman, husband of 

Lorraine Zimmerman 

 Jeannie McCoy, cousin of Pat Erhard 

 Mike Canniff, brother-in-law of 

Jillian Gehrkens 

 Dick Erdtmann, husband of Jane 

Erdtmann 

 Thalia Scoville, sister of Althea 

McGahie 

 Jean Holden, mother-in-law of Cyndie 

Holden 

 Frank Maness, father of Michelle 

Benis
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Thank you to everyone who participated and helped make Women's Fellowship a vibrant, vital 

part of UCC, Southbury in 2018. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jennifer Peterson, Chair 

 

Board Members:  Jennifer Peterson – Chair & Publicity; Anne Westerman - Vice Chair & E-mail 

coordinator; Trudy Kelley - Secretary; Nancy Kelly - Treasurer; Patti Kahl – Sunshine Secretary; 

Linda Langley – Craft Liaison Officer 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP – ANNUAL TREASURER’S REPORT 

OPENING BALANCE - January 1, 2018   
    
INCOME   
 Rummage Sale-Spring 2018  3,642.97 

 Rummage Sale-Fall 2018  3,481.41 

 Collection for Women's Fellowship at WF breakfast 339.00 

 Collection for Women's Fellowship at Potluck 47.00 

 Collections for Deacon's Fund at 2018 Christmas Party 165.00 

 Collection for Prayer Shawl Yarn  265.00 

 Misc  1.24 

Total Income   
    
DISBURSEMENTS   
 Gifts to Church:   
      Christmas Party-2018 322.14  

      Holiday Fair 2018 crafts 121.02  

      Pot Luck Dinner 32.70  

      Prayer Shawl Ministry 9.57  

      Teapot 15.00  

      UCC Deacons' Fund-incls 2018 Memorial Contri 365.00  

      Women's Mid-Winter Breakfast-2018 499.95  

      Misc (CTWUCC reg, altar flowers, gifts, stamps) 330.00  

   1,695.38 
    
 Local Gifts:   
      Otto GoFundMe - Striking Out Leukemia 500.00  

          GoFundMe fee 30.00  

      PHS Gradnite 100.00  

      Safe Haven 100.00  

      Salvation Army 200.00  

      Southbury Food Bank 500.00  

      Southbury Fuel Bank 500.00  

      Southbury Needy Fund 100.00  

      Southbury Volunteer Firemen's Association 200.00  

   2,230.00 
    
 Wider Missions:   
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     CT Women of UCC-2018 missions 250.00  

     CT Women of UCC-annual support 100.00  

     Church World Svcs-hurricane response 500.00  

     Days For Girls-kits & donation 282.67  

     Heifer International - Knitter's Basket 480.00  

     Silver Lake Conference Center 500.00  

     UCC-The Big Chill…..Out 500.00  

     UNICEF 100.00  

   2,712.67 

    
Total Expenses   
    
ENDING BALANCE - December 31, 2018   
    
Memo:  Prayer Shawl Ministry designated funds $598.33  

    
 Respectfully submitted, Nancy Kelly 

 Women’s Fellowship Treasurer 
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

The Board of Trustees is charged with responsibilities for all matters related to the Church’s 

fiscal and property assets. Of significant importance, this includes the development and control 

of the UCC annual operating budget; the Capital budget and Trello project maintenance; plus 

the management of church investments. 

There are six reporting Board Committees: 

Church Budget; Insurance; Building & Grounds;  Kitchen;  Investment & Endowment;  

Preschool. 
   

 The 2018 Church Budget was compiled successfully and administered by The Treasurer 

John Michaels. Monthly performance reports were submitted on time. They were officially 

accepted by Trustees and the Church Council. Our Treasurer also executed a successful 

transition in using [for the first time] the Church Windows Software.  A separate year end 

2018 Treasures Report is  included here [from  Michaels].  Significant challenges are 

anticipated in the finalization of next year’s Budget.   
 

 Building & Grounds prepared a 20 year Capital Budget spread and it was approved by 

the Trustees and the Church Council.  Important accomplishments in 2018 included the 

<electrification of the Church tower clock;>   < a major upgrade of the basements newly 

named Activity Room;>  < re-roofing of the Social Hall;>  < replacement of 17 broken 

Sanctuary windows;> <additional landscaping and painting;>  A separate detailed year end 

2018 Building & Grounds Report is included here [from co-chairs Vinny Antezzo and 

Darton Greist.] 

 Kitchen upgrades included new rear entry doors and a plan for better Hobart performance. 

During the year several impressive large food spreads were achieved by high spirited 

volunteers - - without incident (if we exclude 2 floor floods.)  
 

 Investment results reflected a volatile market-based investment year ending with a slight 

loss. At the helm is the UCC Consolidated Trust Fund. We are properly diversified within 

a 70/30 mix as directed by the Board of Trustees. A separate year end 2018 Investment & 

Endowment Report is included here [from Ken Huff.] 
 

 Insurance reviews pertaining to our comprehensive coverage of Church Property and 

Personal Liability were held on 11/7/18 with Church Mutual Insurance Company. All is in 

good order. Exploration of possible Cyber Security Insurance is under evaluation. 
 

 Preschool had another excellent year in 2018 with full enrolment, splendid educational 

outcomes and resulting financial success. A year end 2018 Preschool Report is included 

here [from Diane Antezzo.] 
 

     Most noteworthy is the fellowship, professionalism and good work I encountered with all 

supportive committee chairpersons and especially with my fellow board members Rob Hesketh; 

Larry Ernst; Ken Huff; Jack Kelly; Matt Sokol; John Michaels ad hoc and our newest addition 

Colin Offenhartz. 
 

Respectfully submitted with 4 addendums bulleted above,                                          

Darton Greist – Chairman Board of Trustees UCC, Southbury 
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BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

2018 was a very productive year for the Buildings and Grounds Committee. The second 

annual Church Cleanup Day was held on October 20th and was a big success. Under the 

guidance of the B & G Committee, many members of the congregation came out to fix, 

clean, and spruce up the church, inside and out. Other activities this year included:  
 

 Finished electrification of the church steeple clock. 

 A major upgrade of the basement Activity Room, including floor cleansing, new 

carpeting, painting, and installation of a new dehumidification system, was completed. 

 Reroofing of the social hall, which completed all outstanding roofing issues. 

 Replacement of 17 broken windows in the sanctuary. 

 Landscaping work on the southeast corner of the church parking lot. 

 Shrubbery pruning on church front and south side. 

 Plumbing upgrades in the Preschool bathrooms. 

 Repaving of area outside rear Preschool door. 

 Repaired ceiling and walls in the Nursery. 

 Furnace room upgrades. 

 Now using a professional service for pest control. 

 Broken chair and table repairs in parlor and library. 

 Plumbing repairs at second parsonage. 

 Repaired issues with the church front door. 

 New choir microphones installed in the sanctuary. 

 Completion of a 20 year capital spending plan. 
 

The Buildings & Grounds Committee also welcomed a new member, Anne Westerman, in 

2018.  
 

The good work that was achieved in 2018 was the result of the dedicated work of all our 

committee members. Included in this report is a Five Year Capital Forecast that highlights 

upcoming major projects, and calls for an average of $30,460 per year to fund the forecasted 

projects. 
 

Respectfully submitted by, 

    Darton Greist and Vinny Antezzo, 

    Co-Chairpersons 

Committee Members: Vinny Antezzo, Bill Bassett, Bruce Cast, Darton Greist, Dick Hill, Ray 

Mather, David Merrill, Anne Westerman, Dave York. 
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BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE 

FIVE-YEAR CAPITAL EXPENDITURE FORECAST 
Buildings & Grounds Committee  1/2/2019 

Five Year Capital Expenditure Forecast   

 
Proposed 

2019  Spending 

   
Upgrade Basement Activity Room  $2,000 
New Door Electrics  $7,500 

Replace Exterior Stairwell Retaining Wall  $15,600 

Interior/Exterior Directional Signage  $1,800 

Exterior Major Maintenance  $3,000 

Unidentified Projects  $2,200 

 2019 Total $32,100 

 
2020 

  

Technology Equipment Upgrade  $9,500 
Plumbing  $1,000 

Electrical  $1,500 

P1 Renovations  $20,000 

 2020 Total $32,000 

2021   

Upgrade Basement Activity Room  $2,000 
Music Sound System  $3,500 

Furnace Reserve  $5,000 

Security Upgrades  $2,900 

Interior Painting Sanctuary  $8,000 

Interior Major Maintenance  $1,500 

Exterior Major Maintenance  $5,000 

UCC Kitchen Improvements  $3,000 

 2021 Total $30,900 

2022   

Furnace Reserve  $2,000 
Sanctuary Carpet  $9,000 

Plumbing  $2,000 

Replace Methodist Windows  $8,000 

P2 Major Maintenance  $2,000 

 2022 Total $23,000 

2023   
Technology Equipment Upgrade  $2,500 
Parking Upgrade and Millings  $25,000 

Furnace Reserve  $2,000 

UCC and P1 HVAC  $1,800 

P2 Major Maintenance  $3,000 

 2023 Total $34,300 

 
5 Year Total Proposed Capital Spending 

  
$152,300 

 
Average Proposed Capital Spending Per Year 

  
$30,460 
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INSURANCE COMMITTEE 

The Insurance Committee is composed of the following members: 

 John Michaels; Dick Hill; Art Mulligan; and co – chairs of Building & Grounds 

Darton Greist; Vinny Antezzo;  
 

An annual meeting was held with UCC,‘s Insurance Carrier on 11/7/2018. 

Ralph Festa is the hands on Agent for the Church Mutual Insurance Co. 

UCC Southbury is correctly covered for: 

         Church Multi-Peril Property Protection; Other Multi-Peril Liability including  

         Personal Liability; Professional Liability; Workmans Compensation. 
 

There have been zero claims in ‘recent’ years. We are in the process of exploring  

the possible need for Cyber Security Insurance. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Darton Greist 

INVESTMENT COMMITTEE 

 Investment Committee Report Year End 2018   

Ken Huff, Chair 
 

This is our second full year with the UCC Consolidated Trust Fund (CTUCC CTF) 

The Funds’ performance was reasonable when compared to our benchmark and other indexes. 

(Albeit slightly under.) 

The UTUCC CTF management team has been reviewing the performance of the Funds within 

the CTF and they have major changes within the list of funds.  
 

We will continue to review the performance of the UCCCT CTF to be sure that it out performs 

the defined bench marks. 
 

The starting balance was       $773,961  
 

Added to UCC Southbury Fund Mar 2018   $100,000 
 

The balance as of November 30th was    $860,015 

(We are using end of Nov for the report since CTUCC reports Dec finals in mid Jan) 

The net loss from Nov. 30,2016 to Nov. 30, 2017 was    ($ 13,946) 

After adjusting for the $100,000 add to CTUSS CTF  
 

 

The Return on Average Balance was     (1.82%) 
 

Historically we have compared the UCC Investment against the Vanguard Balanced Index Fund 

Investor Shares   VBINX 

The VBINX return was       +0.80%  

Also; 

Schwab Balanced Fund SWOBX    (1.20%) 
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KITCHEN COMMITTEE 

The Kitchen Committee is made up of Bob Langley, John Michaels, Judy Froderman and Pete 

Peterson (with Bill Bassett serving ad hoc), and strives to maintain a clean kitchen.  Kitchen users 

are responsible for cleaning, washing and putting away all dishes, pots, counters and other items 

that they used, and sweeping the floor.  Users are also responsible for marking all items left in 

the refrigerator and freezer.  In 2018 the Committee completed major cleanings of ovens, shelves, 

counters and cabinets.  The Committee thanks all those groups that used the kitchen in 2018 and 

properly cleaned up after themselves. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Pete Peterson, Chairman 

 

 

 

PRESCHOOL COMMITTEE 

The Preschool Center continues its excellent reputation within the community.  Families and 

kindergarten teachers report the play-based learning experience the children receive gives them a 

strong foundation for kindergarten.  Our dedicated teaching staff includes Director Patricia 

Metzger, Teacher Deborah Bernard, and Teaching Assistants Susan Peluso and Sarah Welch.  

 

We are proud to report the UCC Preschool Center has a very healthy enrollment again this school 

year.  The preschool enrolls 58 children in classes for children ages three and four.  With the 

current enrollment the preschool will be able to continue its generous contribution to the church. 

 

This year we improved the playground area by adding new blacktop outside the classroom doors 

to help prevent water and ice accumulation.  The preschool bathroom floors have been renewed 

and sealed. We are enjoying a smooth year due to the diligence of the teachers and the cleaning 

company. 

 

The Preschool Committee works cooperatively with the preschool staff to assure the children are 

receiving the best possible experience, while the church continues to receive a portion of the 

proceeds based on enrollment. Current members of the Preschool Committee are: Chairman 

Diane Antezzo, Treasurer Bonnie Mather, Vincent Antezzo, Leigh Funderburk, and Nicole 

Unterborn.  The committee is seeking people who would like to contribute their time and talents 

to this very important mission of our church. 

 

                                                                    

                                                                     Respectfully submitted, 

                                                                     Diane Antezzo, Chairperson 
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ANNUAL TREASURER’S REPORTS 
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HOLIDAY FAIR COMMITTEE 

52ND  ANNUAL HOLIDAY FAIR – NOVEMBER 17, 2018 

Our 52nd Annual Holiday Fair was held on a beautiful “snow covered” day and was enjoyed by 

many people from our Church and the surrounding community. The Holiday Fair Committee 

falls under the Board of Stewardship and is an important component of the Church’s fundraising 

efforts. “Preview Night” was held on Friday night before the fair to allow Church members to 

preview the auction items and shop from the Christmas Market, Bake Shoppe, as well as the 

Jewelry and Linda Nelson Stocks tables prior to opening the Fair to the wider community. 

 

Ray Mather, after evaluating our continued need to further computerize our auction and check-

out systems, purchased “Auctria,” a computer program specifically designed for auctions. This 

program greatly simplified our information gathering and documentation, but entailed several 

in-service sessions to understand how to use the software. The result was a streamlined check-

out system, an auction catalog that was easier to create, accurate lists of our donors and auction 

winners, and other information that will hopefully improve our fundraising efforts. 
 
Net Income for each category are listed below: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Expenses for each category are listed below: 
 

Auction $600.00 

Bake Sale $183.62 

Luncheon $276.03 

Miscellaneous $431.20 

Publicity $941.92 

Raffle $883.29 

Total $3316.06 
 

Total Net Income after Expenses: $36,912.29 

Publicity: 
 

Live Auction $20,584.00 

Silent Auction $1596.25 

Raffle $3985.05 

Crafts  $7424.10 

Jewelry $2278.00 

Bake Sale $2447.95 

Luncheon/Coffee $1331.00 

Linda Nelson Stocks $582.00 

Total $40,228.35 
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Advertising appeared in Voices, the Republican-American, the News Times, and on the 

Southbury Town website. Posters were displayed in businesses, and other signs (large wooden 

street signs, large banner, and lawn signs) were placed in high traffic areas around town, our 

Church green, and on Church members’ lawns. 

 

 

Raffle Committee: Amy Gulick, Carole Chameides, and Kate Noble 
 
1,962 Raffle tickets were sold. Tickets were sold to the community at Newbury Place (153 

tickets), Woodbury LaBonne’s (80 tickets), and Chip’s Restaurant (60 tickets). The remaining 

tickets were sold by Church members. 

 

• First Prize, “Labyrinth Walk” quilt by Kim Friend, was won by Darton  Griest of 

Southbury, CT. 
 

• Second Prize, 6th generation 32GB Apple iPad was won by Doug Boyd of 

Southbury, CT. 
 

• Third Prize, a Bose Soundlink Revolve Portable Bluetooth 360 Speaker, was won by 

Craig Perry of Southbury, CT. 

• Fourth Prize, a $75 gift certificate to Newbury Place, was won by Gerry Devino of 

Woodbury, CT. 
 
 
Auction Committee: Sue Belknap, Janice Stock, and Julie Pope 

 
This year’s auction featured 44 live and 36 silent auction items donated by 44 businesses and 

over 30 families in the church. In addition, the following boards and/or committees donated a 

basket or other auctionable item: Christian Education, Deacons, Missions, Music Committee, 

Stewardship, and Trustees. Paul Stansel ran the Live Auction with his usual humor and banter. 
 
 
Christmas Market: Pat Wolfe, Eleanor Moisio, and Pam Gerlach 

 
The Christmas Market once again sparkled with beautiful decorations and gifts thanks to the 

hard work of the committee and church crafters. The Market continues to be a major draw to 

bring in members of the community. 
 
 
Bake Shoppe: Diane Antezzo, Kim Friend 

 
The Bake Shoppe team commented that the quality of the baked goods donated was a major 

factor of this year’s sell out. 
 
 
 

Luncheon Committee: Joan Farrell, Barbara Williams 
 
The luncheon continues to provide a great lunch with a variety of options. New to this year’s 

Luncheon menu was “Mac ’N Cheese” which won rave reviews. The Men’s Auxillary, under 

the leadership of John Michaels, created their award winning chili. 
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Other Vendors: 

 
• In collaboration with the Connecticut Community Foundation, Judith Eslami sold Linda Nelson 

Stocks merchandise with the Church receiving 50% of the profit. 
 

• Shirley Michaels and her team once again organized and sold jewelry. 
 

• Boy Scout Troop 60 sold fresh evergreen wreaths. 
 

• SPF sold bagged chocolate covered pretzels to support their mission project and worked 

in Santa’s Workshop as elves. 
 
 
 
• Ray Mather and Pete Peterson who managed the computer checkout system. 

 
• The JPFers who helped carry the Holiday Fair tubs down from the attic prior to    Holiday 

Fair Set-Up week. 
 
• A very special “thank you” to Santa and Mrs. Claus taking time from their busy schedules 

to spend time with our children. 

• Doug Boyd and his “parking lot” team of volunteers that directed visitors to parking spaces 

and ran a shuttle service for workers that parked off site. 
 
• Cait Langley who assisted with set up and helped with the computer work on the day of 

the fair. 
 

• The entire church community who donated their time, talents, and support towards making 

our Holiday Fair a continued success. The fair could not succeed without our bakers, 

crafters, cooks, decorators, fair workers, donors, and shoppers! 
 

• A special thanks to Reverend Pitman for his continued support and guidance. Thank you to 
the entire Church Staff for their support and willingness to help us when we had special 
requests. 

 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted: Jennifer Peterson and Linda Langley 

 
Chair and Co-Chair 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF UCC TREASURERS BALANCED BUDGET 2019 

as approved by Board of Trustees 1/7/2019 

 

Basic Premise   Live within our means with no one time resources. 

Revenue notes  

Pledging. Use 12/31 on hand pledges and add 10% ($28,900) which, looking backwards, ends 

up as close to what we have done for the last 10 year, which has been using ½ the prior year’s 

pledges for those who have not pledged as of 12/31. This is a chartist approach and does not 

properly divine (as we have been so unable in the past) what additional will be pledged between 

12/31 and 4/30. Stewardship Co-chairman advised that after careful review of yet to pledge 

potential that the committee is comfortable with these commitments.  

Contributions. We received $15,000 more in 2018 than budgeted year. Was this from non-

pledgers who will pledge this year?  Was this new folks who will pledge this year? Was this 

increase in contributions from habitual pledgers?  All these factors will impact next year’s 

actual. We have put in $25,000 as expected contributions which is $9,000 less than 2018 and 

at the same time $6,000 more than the 2018 budget.  The combination of pledges and 

contributions has been remarkably similar over the recent past. This combination for 2019 

follows that pattern.  

Holiday Fair Budget $32,000 versus $36,000 net collected this year. 

Holiday fair fund Apply $3,000 to 2019 budget from the $21,000 in the fund. The balance in 

the fund would last for 6 years at that rate as annual one-time resources. 

Interest on Church non-endowment funds at UCC, CT Trust. Apply 4.5% as an income 

distribution on all such church funds at endowment. Adds $1,400 from last year. 

Strawberry Fest Budget $4,000 same as last year’s net receipts, $1500 more than 2018 budget. 

General Fund Reserve Save the fund balance of $20,000 for needs of transition like Moving 

in New Minister 2020($10,000??) and other issues like being unable to hire an Interim at 

budgeted $55,000 (see below)  and additional pledges 12/31 to 4/30 not up to $28,000 and still 

allow requested and  budgeted expenditures.  

Expenses Notes  

Salaries. Accept recommendations of Special committee. Cindy replacement at $10,000 which 

is ½ 2018 Salary. Increase Sunday school super by 50%. Extra cost $4,000. Budget interim 

Minister for 4 months (Start 9/1) at $55,000 versus $71,000 with pension contribution at %5 

verses Current 14% which a $10,000 annual rate savings. Car allowance is at 50 miles per day 

at .20 per mile for gas only. This is a saving $3,000 annual rate. This assumes daily travel to 

hospital and members’ homes etc. . . Don’t know where the interim would live. If parsonage 

empty, lower P1 electric and fuel costs could pay for higher rate/mile.    
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Ministers profession expense at $500 which is $250 less than 2018 budget and $86 more than 

2018 actual. 

Major Maintenance. Reduce from 2018 Budget of $27,000 by $9,500 to $17,500 for 2019. 

Combining this annual allocation with the Mission Endowment allocation is a consistent with 

the bylaws which state that Missions Endowment Fund annual allocation is for special project 

and not to replace regular maintenance expense. Special projects are now reported in the 

Building and Grounds annual 20 year plan.  This figure along with the Endowment annual 

contribution fully funds the needed annual addition to 20 year plan. Regular maintenance 

expense has and is increasing steadily over time and should so continue.  

Program expenses. This budget fully includes all requests as presented at $27,000 which is 

$2,000 more than last year. 

Office Expense.  Fully funded at requested amount which are the same as last year’s request. 

2018 actual was $3,000 less as new Secretary was not advised to fill the postage meter and 

spend all unspent supplies dollars at WB Mason during their year-end sale . This will increase 

next year’s costs unless Carla can squeeze usage.  

Mission Trip. 2018 was supposed to be a flight destination. It was not at the last minute. PF 

Trip fund should have some money held over. Approve $2,000 same as last year actual and 

budget.  

Wider Missions. Budget $22,000 (5.2% of total local mission budget as opposed to 6.7% of 

pledges) verses $24,000 in 2018. The churches total Missions including this allocation, 

Mission Trip, Endowment and Pass thru equals a total of 14.7% . Of that, $32400 (7.7%) is at 

the discretion of the mission committee. Trustees voted to allocate 100% of the 2018 surplus 

of $4,000 to Missions for 2019 giving which is an additional 1% raising total Discretionary 

Mission committee spending to 8.7% and equal in dollars to 2018. While not committed to the 

future, trustees acknowledged that Building future needs seem fully cover leaving future 

annual surpluses available for missions.  
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THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST, SOUTHBURY 

ENDOWMENT ALLOCATION AND DISBURSEMENT POLICY 
 

1. The Church shall maintain an Endowment Fund for the receipt and administration of 

unspecified gifts, and bequests. 

2. The Fund records shall be organized such that the balance of the Fund shall be allocated across 

categories that provide for: 

a. Retention of principal and earnings for the funding of future land acquisitions or building 

projects. 

b. Spending of a portion of principal and earnings (currently set at 4% of the Fund balance 

on an annual basis) for major deferred maintenance projects according to a plan prepared 

by the Buildings & Grounds Committee, and recommended by the Church Council to the 

Church Body on an annual basis. 

c. Spending of a portion of the principal and earnings (currently set at 4% of the Fund balance 

on an annual basis) to endow special outreach or mission projects according to plans 

prepared by the Board of Missions and Fellowship after obtaining Church-wide input, and 

recommended by the Church Council to the Church Body on an annual basis.  

The allocation across these three categories shall initially be set at 1/3 of the Fund’s 

unencumbered balance to each category. 

3. Future receipts of unspecified gifts and bequests shall be allocated one-half to the deferred 

maintenance category and one-half to the outreach/mission category. 

4. The Fund shall also be used to receive and maintain gifts and/or bequests which, if accepted 

by the Church Council, may be set aside and honored for donor specified purposes.  These 

gifts/bequests will be allocated a pro-rata share of the annual earnings to the Endowment Fund.  

A portion of the principal and earnings (currently set at 4% of the Fund balance on an annual 

basis) will be spent for the designated purpose. 

5. The Fund shall also include a category that provides for the endowment of scholarships for 

post-high school studies to members and/or their children.  The Scholarship category shall be 

funded through gifts and/or bequests specifically earmarked for the Scholarship program.  The 

funds in the Scholarship category shall also be allocated a pro-rata share of annual earnings of 

the Fund.  Awarding of scholarships shall be governed by a separate Scholarship Policy. 

6. Disbursements from the Fund in association with items 2b, 2c shall be made by the Treasurer 

upon approval by the Church Body of the annual plans as stipulated above.  These 

disbursements may be transferred to special funds of the Church while awaiting final 

disbursement as defined by the annual plans. 

7. While it is the intention of this policy that plans and associated disbursements occur on an 

annual basis, if a plan is not approved by the Church Body, then no spending for the respective 

deferred maintenance or outreach/mission project(s) shall occur.  The amount which would 

have been spent will be retained as Fund principal within the respective category. The category 

allocation amounts, and the annual spending percentages, may be changed from time-to-time 

upon recommendation by the Church Council and approval by the Church Body. 
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VOLUNTEER COORDINATION COMMITTEE 

Thank you to all of you who continue to volunteer to sit on our Boards and Committees. I 

extend an invitation to you to join any of our Committees. Please contact the Chair of the 

Committee. Please contact me (jeslami57@gmail.com) if you are interested in sitting on Board 

of Deacons, Board of Christian Education, Board of Missions and Fellowship, Board of 

Stewardship or Board of Trustees. 
 
Please know that you are very valuable to our UCC Family - and you are greatly 

appreciated. 
 
Let’s have a great 2019! 

Peace, Love and Acceptance, Judith A. Eslami 

Volunteer Coordination Chair 
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2019 CHURCH BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
CHURCH COUNCIL 

* Vinny Antezzo, President (02/01/19) ................................................................... 203-304-7309 

* Anne Westerman, Vice President (02/01/19) ....................................................... 203-262-6981 

 Patti Kahl, Immediate Past President (02/01/19) ................................................. 203-264-2851 

 Nancy Kelly, Recording Secretary (02/01/18) ..................................................... 203-264-5251 

* John Michaels, Treasurer (02/01/72) .................................................................... 203-264-3636 

 Lois Byron, Assistant Treasurer (01/01/19) ......................................................... 203-264-8959 

 Leslie Bacigalupi, Financial Secretary (02/01/02) .............................................. 203-264-4204 

* Nancy Kelly, Church Clerk (02/01/09) ................................................................ 203-264-5251 

* Ray Mather, Moderator (04/26/09) ....................................................................... 203-264-3668 

 Walter L. Pitman, Senior Minister ................................................................... 203-264-7445 

 Doug Boyd, Board of Deacons Chairperson .................................................. 203-437-5531 

 Pete Peterson, Board of Missions and Fellowship Chairperson .................... 203-262-6460 

 Walter Schnyder, Board of Christian Education Co-Chairperson ................ 203-264-1020 

 Linda Langley, Board of Christian Education Co-Chairperson .................... 203-262-8157 

  Darton Greist, Board of Trustees Chairperson................................................ 203-264-2252 

 Brian Jones, Board of Stewardship Chairperson ............................................ 203-264-9033 

 Judith Eslami, Volunteer Coordination Chairperson ..................................... 203-264-2913 

 Brian Jones, Financial Exam Committee Chairperson (07/01/11) ..................... 203-264-9033 

 Janet Nevins, Historian/Archivist (02/01/18) ....................................................... 203-267-5207 

 Patti Kahl, Pastoral Management Committee Chairperson ........................... 203-264-2851 

 Dawn Groh, Personnel Committee Chairperson ............................................ 203-263-3877 

* Advisory Committee 
 

CONNECTICUT CONFERENCE DELEGATES (3 AND 1 YOUTH) 

 Doug Boyd (02/01/14) .................................................... 203-437-5531 

 Rick Hall (02/01/10) ....................................................... 203-262-8943 

 Sarah Lama, Youth Delegate (09/14/17) ........................ 203-267-6429 

Standing Member - Moderator 

 Ray Mather (03/11/10) ................................................... 203-264-3668 
 

LITCHFIELD SOUTH DELEGATES (5) 

 Rick Hall (02/01/10) ....................................................... 203-262-8943 

 Patti Kahl (03/09/17) ...................................................... 203-264-2851 

 Sarah Lama (02/01/18) ................................................... 203-267-6429 

 Open  .................................................................................................  

Standing Member - Moderator 

 Ray Mather (03/11/10) ................................................... 203-264-3668 

Dates in parenthesis throughout this list represent the start date (or date since open) of Board and Committee members. 
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2019 CHURCH BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
 

VOLUNTEER COORDINATION COMMITTEE (6)  

3-Year Term 2/01/17 through 1/31/20 

 Jill Michel (02/09/17) ..................................................... 203-805-9047 

 Open  .................................................................................................  

3-Year Term 2/01/18 through 1/31/21 

 Judith Eslami, Chairperson (02/01/18) ......................... 203-264-2913 

 Open  .................................................................................................  

3-Year Term 2/01/19 through 1/31/22 

 Open  .................................................................................................  

 Open  .................................................................................................  

 

FINANCIAL EXAMINATION COMMITTEE 

 Brian Jones, Chairperson (07/01/11) ............................. 203-264-9033 

 Open  .................................................................................................  

 Open  .................................................................................................  

 

HISTORIAN/ARCHIVIST 

 Janet Nevins (02/01/18) .................................................. 203-267-5207 

 

PASTORAL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

(Includes Church Council President, Vice President, Immediate Past President; and Board of Deacons Chairperson) 

 Vinny Antezzo ........................................................... 203-304-7309 

 Doug Boyd ................................................................. 203-437-5531 

 Patti Kahl, Chairperson ............................................ 203-264-2851 

 Anne Westerman ....................................................... 203-262-6981 
 

PERSONNEL COMMITTEE (6) 

 Janet Behrendt (02/09/16) .............................................. 203-264-1542 

 Dawn Groh, Chairperson (02/01/16) ............................. 203-263-3877 

 Maureen Krebs, Secretary (02/11/10) ............................ 203-879-5644 

 Holly Sanady (01/23/16) ................................................ 203-405-0150 

 Open, Vice Chairperson (01/23/16) ......................................................  

 Anne Westerman, Church Council Liaison (02/01/19) ....... 203-262-6981 
 

SOUTHBURY INTERFAITH – THANKSGIVING DINNER COMMITTEE 

The United Church of Christ, Southbury Representatives 

 Janet Behrendt (12/09/10) .............................................. 203-264-1542 

 Judy Frodermann ....................................................... 203-264-3324 
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2019 CHURCH BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 

BOARD OF DEACONS (15) 

3-Year Term 2/01/17 through 1/31/20 

 John Bacigalupi (02/01/14) ............................................ 203-264-4204 

 Janet Behrendt (02/01/18) .............................................. 203-264-1542 

 Kim Friend (02/13/14) .................................................... 203-264-4180 

 David Merrill (03/09/17) ................................................ 203-264-6808 

 Chris Perry (06/14/18) .................................................... 203-262-8434 

3-Year Term 2/01/18 through 1/31/21 

 Doug Boyd, Chairperson (02/01/16) ............................. 203-437-5531 

 Carole Chameides, Secretary/Treasurer (02/01/15) ...... 203-641-6049 

 Lisa Hull (02/01/15) ....................................................... 203-482-0410 

 Trudy Kelley (02/01/18) ................................................. 203-264-5341 

 Jane Schnyder (09/01/17) ............................................... 203-264-1020 

3-Year Term 2/01/19 through 1/31/22 

 Dawn Groh (02/01/16) ................................................... 203-263-3877 

 Glenn Gulick (02/01/16) ................................................ 203-267-1791 

 Alison Sokol (02/01/16) ................................................. 203-264-1817 

 Gary Tolin (04/12/18)..................................................... 203-405-1823 

 Craig Perry (02/01/19) .................................................... 203-262-8434 

Board of Deacons Committees 

Altar Committee 
Lois Byron (05/13/10) 203-264-8959 

Carole Chameides (02/01/16) 203-641-6049 

Suzanne Huff (09/15/11) 203-264-6336 

Donna Ryan, Chairperson 203-264-1877 

Barbara Williams (02/01/16) 203-264-9929 

Carol Wood (10/06/16) 203-262-6064 

Caring Committee 

Confirmation 

Fellowship Hour 

Flower Committee 
Kari Anderson (02/01/18) 203-262-9849 

Michelle Benish, Co-Chairperson 

 (02/01/18) 203-788-7242 

Dee Holmes (01/01/17) 203-264-5864 

Joan Murphy (02/01/06) 203-264-8446 

Kay Shveda, Co-Chairperson (01/01/09) 203-267-6616 

Alison Sokol (05/11/11) 203-264-1817 

Memorial Committee 
Judy Bassett, Treasurer 203-264-3537 

Meta Hinze, Secretary 203-264-2800 

Shirley Michaels 203-264-3636 

Lillian Miles 203-267-6373 

Pat Perry, Chairperson 203-264-9534 

Open   

Memorial Wall Committee (5) 
Mary Hart, Secretary 203-264-8890 

Joan Murphy 203-264-8446 

Barbara Williams, Chairperson  203-264-9929 

Music Committee 
Vinny Antezzo (04/05/18) 203-304-7309 

Janet Behrendt (03/01/10) 203-264-1542 

Pam Gerlach, Chairperson (11/01/14) 203-405-1968 

Dawn Groh (03/17/10) 203-263-3877 

Trudy Kelley (02/01/16) 203-264-5341 

Maureen Krebs (01/07/16) 203-879-5644 

Cathy Hojnicki, Secretary (09/01/11) 203-267-5719 

Jill Michel (12/03/15) 203-405-3409 

Janet Nevins, Member Emeritus/ 

 Historian (09/04/14) 203-267-5207 

Open   

Kim Friend, Deacon Liaison (02/01/16) 203-264-4180 

Corinne Brewer, Director of 

 Music and Organist (09/01/13) 860-483-2235 

Creation Nation Choir 
Pamela Gerlach, Choir Leader 

 (09/01/16) 203-405-1968 

Nicole Unterborn, Choir Leader 

 (09/01/16) 203-470-9092 

Narthex Greeters 



 

64 

2019 CHURCH BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
 

BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (9) 

3-Year Term 2/01/17 through 1/31/20 

 Allie Benish (09/14/17) .................................................. 203-482-1618 

 Mark Funderburk (04/09/15) .......................................... 203-767-3026 

 Laura Mario (03/09/17) .................................................. 203-405-3275 

3-Year Term 2/01/18 through 1/31/21 

 Linda Langley, Co-Chairperson (02/01/18) .................. 203-426-3210 

 Walter Schnyder, Co-Chairperson (04/09/15) .............. 203-264-1020 

 Jennifer Peterson (02/01/19)........................................... 203-262-6460 

  

3-Year Term 2/01/19 through 1/31/22 

 Cherri Tull (02/01/19) .................................................... 203-405-3164 

 Catherine (Cathy) Ostar (02/01/19) ................................ 203-264-8080 

 Open  .................................................................................................  

 

 Cindy Tolin, Christian Education Administrator (06/01/12).203-405-1823 

 

Board of Christian Education Committees 

Adult Education 
Rev. Cyndie Holden, Pastoral Care Minister  

  203-206-9507 

Library Committee 
Amy Andrews 203-264-2332 

Debby Eisenman (03/19/10) 203-267-7354 

Trudy Kelley, Chairperson (02/24/11) 203-264-5341 

Open   

Open  

Open  

Sunday School 

Youth Ministry Committee 
Roxann Adams, Chairperson (12/10/12) 203-264-2526 

John Bucciarelli, Mission Trip Planning 

 Subcommittee Chairperson 203-267-7642 

Nancy Cimmino, Treasurer 203-217-6932 

Nancy Lama (09/13/16) 203-267-6429 

Kate Noble (09/01/12) 203-264-5388 

Craig Perry (09/01/13) 203-262-8434 

Gary Westerman, Secretary 203-262-6981 

Ashley Sylvester, 

 Youth Group Leader (09/01/11) 860-463-3082 

Open, Volunteer Coordinator (09/01/14)  

Open   

 

Mission Trip Planning Subcommittee 
John Bucciarelli, Chairperson 203-267-7642 

Open  

JPF Parent Advisors 
Trudy Kelley, Advisor 203-264-5341 

Nancy Lama (09/01/15) 203-267-6429 

Kids Klub Parent Advisors 
Open (06/30/17)  

Open (06/30/17)  

SPF Parent Advisors 
Nancy Lama (09/01/17) 203-267-6429 

Craig Perry (09/01/12) 203-262-8434 
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2019 CHURCH BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
 

BOARD OF MISSIONS AND FELLOWSHIP (9) 

3-Year Term 2/01/17 through 1/31/20 

 Barbara Butler (02/01/17) ............................................... 203-264-0641 

 Bonnie Loiseau, (02/01/19) ............................................ 203-264-8104 

 Lisa Lettieri (02/01/17) ................................................... 203-769-6389 

3-Year Term 2/01/18 through 1/31/21 

 Pete Peterson, Chairperson (02/01/15) .......................... 203-262-6460 

 Elizabeth (Betty) Lines (02/01/19) ................................. 203-232-2558 

 Kathleen Patton (02/01/18) ............................................. 203-948-1705 

3-Year Term 2/01/19 through 1/31/22 

 Jessica Clark, Secretary (02/01/16) ................................ 203-262-8312 

 Rick Hall, Vice Chairperson (02/01/16) ........................ 203-262-8943 

 Jandi du Bois (02/01/19) ................................................ 203-405-1640 

 

Board of Missions and Fellowship Committees 

Covenant To Care 
Patti Kahl (02/01/16) 203-264-2851 

DESK 
(Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen) 

Pete Peterson (02/01/16) 203-262-6460 

GWIM 
(Greater Waterbury Interfaith Ministries) 

Jandi du Bois 203-405-1640 

Habitat for Humanity 
Larry Ernst (02/01/16) 203-262-1110 

Men’s Auxiliary 

Safe Haven 
Cheryl Ernst (02/01/13) 203-262-1110 

Scholarship Committee (3) 
Leslie Bacigalupi (02/01/16) 203-264-4204 

Tom Byron 203-264-8959 

Patti Kahl, Chairperson (02/01/16) 203-264-2851 

Vinny Antezzo, Investment and 

 Endowment Committee  203-304-7309 

Southbury Food Bank 
Eleanor Moisio 203-405-3243 

Women’s Fellowship 
Trudy Kelley, Secretary (09/01/09) 203-264-5341 

Nancy Kelly, Treasurer 203-264-5251 

Patti Kahl, Sunshine & 

 Midwinter Breakfast (09/01/15) 203-264-2851 

Jennifer Peterson, President & 

 Newsletter 203-262-6460 

Anne Westerman, Vice President & 

 E-Mail Coordinator (09/12/08) 203-262-6981 
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2019 CHURCH BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
 

BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP (9) 

3-Year Term 2/01/17 through 1/31/20 

 Amanda Morgante (11/08/18) ........................................ 203-266-4380 

 Debby Eisenman (12/13/18) ........................................... 203-267-7354 

 Pat Perry (12/13/18) ...................................................... .203-264-9534 

3-Year Term 2/01/18 through 1/31/21 

 Open  .................................................................................................  

 Nancy Lama (03/08/18) .................................................. 203-267-6429 

 Bill Wolf (09/13/18) ....................................................... 914-548-7638 

 

3-Year Term 2/01/19 through 1/31/22 

 Brian Jones, Chairperson (02/01/16) ............................. 203-264-9033 

 Heidi Kossakowski, Secretary (02/01/16)...................... 203-264-3265 

 Maria Platt (02/01/19) .................................................... 203-264-1680 

 

Board of Stewardship Committees 

Holiday Fair Committee 
Diane Antezzo (09/01/11) 203-304-7309 

Sue Belknap (10/15/13) 203-264-5115 

Carole Chameides (09/01/16) 203-641-6049 

Joan Farrell (02/01/01) 203-264-7128 

Kim Friend (11/01/16) 203-264-4180 

Amy Gulick (03/20/11) 203-267-1791 

Linda Langley, Co-Chairperson 

 (09/01//12) 203-262-8157 

Kate Noble (09/01/16) 203-264-5388 

Jennifer Peterson, Chairperson 

 (02/01/01) 203-262-6460 

Diane Platt (09/01/16) 203-264-2885 

Janice Stock (02/01/14) 203-263-8212 

Barbara Williams (02/01/12) 203-264-9929 

Julie Pope 203-218-7884 

Planned Giving Committee 
Brian Jones, Chairperson (02/01/14) 203-264-9033 

Bob Langley (02/01/14) 203-262-8157 

Special Events Committee 
Doug Boyd (03/01/16) 203-437-5531 

Glenn Gulick, Chairperson (03/01/15) 203-267-1791 

Ray Mather, Advisor Emeritus 203-264-3668 

Open  

Open  
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2019 CHURCH BOARDS AND COMMITTEES 
 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES (9) 

3-Year Term 2/01/17 through 1/31/20 

 Larry Ernst, Secretary (02/01/17) .................................. 203-262-1110 

 Rob Hesketh (02/01/17) ................................................. 203-405-3164 

 Jack Kelly (02/01/18) ..................................................... 203-264-5251 

3-Year Term 2/01/18 through 1/31/21 

 Darton Greist, Chairperson (09/10/15).......................... 203-264-3527 

 Colin Offenhartz (12/13/18) ........................................... 914-620-5965 

 Open  .................................................................................................  

3-Year Term 2/01/19 through 1/31/22 

 Ken Huff (12/09/10) ....................................................... 203-264-6336 

 Matt Sokol (12/08/11) .................................................... 203-264-1817 

 Burt Forrest (02/01/19) ................................................... 203-881-2252 

 

Board of Trustees Committees 

Budget Committee 
Pete Peterson, Chairperson (03/03/11) 203-262-6460 

Open (06/15/17)  

Open (01/31/12)  

Buildings & Grounds Committee 
Vinny Antezzo, Co-Chairperson 

 (05/12/15) 203-304-7309 

Bill Bassett 203-264-3537 

Bruce Cast 203-217-0046 

Darton Greist, Co-Chairperson 

 (02/01/16) 203-264-3527 

Dick Hill 203-264-3504 

Ray Mather (04/01/09) 203-264-3668 

David Merrill (03/19/10) 203-264-6808 

Carl Myhill (12/01/17) 203-262-6863 

Dave York 203-982-5793 

Jared Unterborn (02/28/18)  

Open (1/31/18)  

Insurance Committee 
Dick Hill 203-264-3504 

John Michaels 203-264-3636 

Art Mulligan, Chairperson 203-262-1819 

Investment and Endowment Committee 
Vinny Antezzo (02/01/12) 203-304-7309 

Tom Byron (11/08/11) 203-264-8959 

Darton Greist (02/01/16) 203-264-3527 

Dick Hill (02/01/09) 203-264-3504 

Ken Huff, Chairperson 203-264-6336 

Brian Jones, Ad-Hoc 203-264-9033 

Ray Mather 203-264-3668 

John Michaels, Church Treasurer 203-264-3636 

 

Kitchen Committee 
Judy Frodermann (04/01/17) 203-264-3324 

Bob Langley (01/01/13) 203-262-8157 

John Michaels (01/01/13) 203-264-3636 

Pete Peterson, Chairperson (01/01/13) 203-262-6460 

Preschool Committee 
Diane Antezzo, Chairperson (06/01/11) 203-304-7309 

Vinny Antezzo (03/18/14) 203-304-7309 

Leigh Funderburk (10/17/16) 203-767-3026 

Bonnie Mather, Treasurer (09/15/14) 203-264-3668 

Nicole Unterborn (10/17/16) 203-470-9092 

Open (08/31/17)  

Open, Secretary (05/17/17)  

Open (01/31/16)  

Technology Committee 
Vinny Antezzo (08/01/08) 203-304-7309 

Jessica Clark (09/01/13) 203-262-8312 

Sue Job (08/01/08) 203-568-4134 

Ray Mather, Chairperson (08/01/08) 203-264-3668 

Samir Mathews (09/01/13) 203-264-8103 

Open (11/25/15)  

Open (06/15/17)  

Webmaster 
Sue Job (08/01/08) 203-568-4134 
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UCC, Southbury Board of Missions and Fellowship 

Expense Breakdown:  Local and Global    12/31/18 

Total Budget:  $24,428 

           60%   Local:    $14,657 

           40%   Global:  $9,771 

Local – 60%  $14,657  
    $435.00 - Acts 4 Ministry, Inc. 

 $500.00 - Brass City Harvest  

 $300.00 - Covenant to Care for Children 

 $144.92 - Comfort Caps for chemotherapy patients 

      $500.00     -  Connecticut Community Foundation 

 $1,435.00 - Deacon’s Fund 

 $50.00 - Diaper Bags – Mother’s Day 

 $500.00 - Downtown Evening Soup Kitchen (“DESK” in New Haven) 

 $200.00 - Grad Nite 

 $799.71 - GWIM (Greater Waterbury Interfaith Ministries) soup kitchen 

 $1,000.00 - Habitat for Humanity of Greater Waterbury 

      $300.00 - HomeFront (formerly “AmeriCares”) 

       $185.00  - Literacy Volunteers of Greater Waterbury 

 $400.00 - Meals on Wheels (New Opportunities)  

 $500.00 - Safe Haven/Women’s Emergency Shelter 

 $135.00 - Salvation Army  

 $1,000.00 - Silver Lake Conference Center 

 $500.00 - S.M.A.R.T. (Southbury - Middlebury Acting Responsibly Together) 

 $185.00 - Southbury Ambulance Association  

 $1,935.00 - Southbury Food Bank 

    $2,435.00 - Southbury Fuel Bank 

 $1,685.00 - Southbury Needy Fund  

 $15,124.63  Total spent Local   

Global – 40%    $12,781 
 $450.00 - Back Bay Mission 

 $450.00 - Casa Hogar, Mexico 

 $500.00 - CWS – Access to Water 

     $ 600.00    - CWS – General Fund 

 $1,950.00 - Doctors Without Borders 

 $600.00 - Habitat for Humanity – Puerto Rico hurricane relief 

 $450.00 - Lazarus House, Lawrence, MA 

 $200.00 - Seminary:  Andover Newton 

 $200.00 - Seminary:  Yale 

 $1,450.00 - Simply Smiles 

 $950.00 - UCC Emergency Relief – U.S. hurricane relief 

 $1,000.00 - UCC International Emergency Relief – Puerto Rico hurricane relief 

 $500.00 - Wounded Warrior Project 

 $9,300.00  Total spent Global 



 

Addendum 

 
CONTRIBUTIONS BY CHURCH MEMBERS  

 2018 

  

Baby Clothes Fund – Mother’s Day $1,006.00  

Danbury Youth Services $35.00 

Father's Day Fund $1,735.00  

GWIM Soup Kitchen Blanket Drive $750.00 

Harvest Pack $5,125.00 

One Great Hour Sharing – Church World Service $285.00 

Our Church’s Wider Mission – UCC Basic Support $312.00  

Southbury Food Bank $300.00 

TOTAL COLLECTIONS $9,548.00 

 

Other Giving from Congregation 2018 

  

Back-to-School Supplies to GWIM $650.00 

Blankets/Sleeping Bags to GWIM $470.00 

Food Donations to GWIM $5,116.50 

Other items to GWIM (toiletries, strollers, clothing) $2,244.00 

Southbury Food Bank (bags of food) $1,170.00  

Southbury Food Bank (soup cans) $1,882.00 

Thanksgiving baskets, 8 families @ $75 ea. $600.00 

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS               

$12,132.50 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Ongoing Projects  

 2018 

Scholarship Fund   

Retained Funds $3,946.11  

Father's Day Drive $1,735.00  

Silver Lake-Camperships  ($655.00) 

TOTAL $5,026.11 
  

Mother's Day Special Fund   

Carryover  $684.41 

Baby Clothes Income $1,006.00 

Baby Clothes Disbursements ($1,036.92)  

TOTAL $653.49 
  

Adult Mission Trips  

Retained Funds $12.64 

TOTAL $12.64 
  

TOTAL SPECIAL FUNDS $5,692.24  
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BOARD OF STEWARDSHIP 

Your Board of Stewardship is responsible for raising the funds to meet the budget set by the 

Board of Trustees and agreed upon by the Church Council.  Meeting this budget allows UCC, 

Southbury to financial support the various Boards and Committees of Deacons, Trustees 

(Building & Grounds), Missions and Fellowship, Christian Education and Stewardship.  Meeting 

our budget helps to run the Church’s many programs, pay our staff, maintain our buildings and 

property, and, most importantly, to demonstrate God’s love within our Church, our local 

communities and in our world. 

To meet our budget commitment and support our Church programs, we rely on the generous 

contributions of our Church family through pledges, contributions and the hard.  This year our 

Church’s pledge Budget (excluding contributions) has been set at $317,992, which is a 5% 

decrease from 2018.   

The Board of Stewardship encouraged our members to give generously of their Time, Talents 

and Treasures and thus develop a deeper understanding of our faith and Church. 

To encourage involvement and commitment, the Board of Stewardship writes monthly 

Newsletter articles, Sunday bulletin inserts, and provides Sunday Worship announcements, 

highlighting our Time, Talents and Treasures theme.  This is a year-long campaign leading to our 

Annual Pledge campaign. For 2019 we re-wrote our pledge letter, created a picture collage of our 

church family in action, and asked for member involvement.   

The following is a synopsis of our returned pledges as of January 26, 2019: 

 130 pledges received 

 $298,742 Treasures pledged 

 6,974+ hours of Time pledged (only 1/3 of total pledgers stated a time pledge) 

 36 members increased their pledge from last year’s 

 57 members pledged the same amount as in 2018 

 23 members decreased their pledge amount from last year’s 

 8 members pledged who had not pledged in prior or recent years. 

 3 new member pledges 

 10 members pledged online 

 4 members pledged time and talent only, thank you as every gift is appreciated!  



 

Addendum 

 Anticipating pledges from 25+ members 

Thank you to all who have pledged!!!   

We look forward to continuing to receive the pledges of those who have not yet pledged and will 

update the Church through bulletin announcements.  It takes everyone’s involvement to continue 

to offer a safe, caring church community where we can come together to worship God and reach 

out to show God’s love to others. 

Highlights: 

2018 Final Actual Results: Total actual pledge dollars received was $326,280 compared to 

budgeted net pledges: $322,073. The church exceeded our 2018 net pledges by $4,207. 

# of pledge units have been steadily decreasing from a high in 2007 of 230 to last year (2018) 

with 150. This is a 33% decrease over the past 12 years in pledging units. 

Fortunately, our average pledge has been steadily risen from 2007 in $1,549 to 2018 in $2,220, 

which is a 43% increase over the past 12 years. 

Total pledge dollars have been flat to declining over the past 12 years.   

We are very blessed to have 6 new Board members who have joined Stewardship in 2018.  

Thank you, Judith Eslami and Volunteer Coordination Committee, for all your help! 

Thank you to the Board of Stewardship: Heidi Kossakowski, Secretary; Amanda Morgante, Pat 

Perry, Deb Eisenman, Nancy Lama, Maria Platt and William Wolf for their dedication, creativity 

and enthusiasm.   

Thank you to Holiday Fair Committee and Special Events Committee for their outstanding 

efforts and results to provide fellowship and financial resources for UCC. 

Your Board of Stewardship took a lead role in 2018 to encourage increased marketing efforts and 

church engagement. 

Provided free beverages and snacks at three summer music concerts to promote UCC.  

Coordinated the “Got Faith?” T-shirt campaign, where UCC purchased (yes, they were free) 

various colorful t-shirts stating, “Got Faith?” for members that committed to wear their t-shirt 

and show their faith 12 times during the year! 😊 

Stewardship will be kicking-off a UCC, Southbury Fellowship card collection to engage our 

congregation. Thank you, John Bucciarelli, for developing the card campaign and for building 

the card kiosk!  The Fellowship Cards will be rolled-out in February. 

Please remember, as our membership increases in age, we need to be astutely aware that we need 

to encourage current members to be active, engaged and pledging and to encourage new members 

of all ages to be part of our UCC, Southbury Family. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brian Jones, Chairperson 


